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Study 1: Matthew 16:21 – 17:13  
When we last studied Matthew, we reached a significant turning point in 16:16 
when Peter acknowledges that Jesus is “the Christ, the Son of the Living God”.  
It’s a significant turning point in the story, because from that time on, Jesus 
begins to tell his disciples how the story is going to end. 
Leaders: The passage for this study is quite long. You might want to skip the first two questions, read 
Matt 16.21-27 in one go, and begin your discussion at question 3. 

Read Matthew 16:21-23 
1. What things does Jesus say must happen in Jerusalem? 

It’s worth noting that the predictions of his death are also predictions of his rising to life. But the 
disciples don’t seem to have understood what this ‘rising to life’ could mean. 

2. When Peter objects, Jesus responds very strongly.  What exactly is Jesus’ 
criticism of Peter?  Does this explain why he addresses him as “Satan”? 

The group might need to work through what exactly a “stumbling block” means here.  See Matt 
13.41, Matt 18.7, Rom 14.13 for relevant uses of the same word.  Compare Matt 4:8-10 where 
we see Satan trying to tempt Jesus to bypass the road of suffering. 

Read Matthew 16:24-27 
3. What two alternatives does Jesus lay out here? 

 
 

4. What rationale does he give for taking up your cross and losing your life? 
Point out the connecting word in verse 27 – for the Son of Man is going to come… 
 
 

5. For you personally, what will it mean to deny yourself and take up your 
cross to follow Jesus? 

It might be helpful to give 2 minutes of quiet reflection here and then invite each group member 
to share their own personal answer. 
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Verse 28 is tricky!  “Truly I tell you, some who are standing here will not taste 
death before they see the Son of Man coming in his kingdom”.  The previous 
verse seems like a clear reference to the final judgement.  But if v28 is about 
judgement day, then Jesus got his timing wrong.  And, it would contradict 
what he says later about nobody including himself knowing the timing of 
judgement day (Matt 24:36).  So it seems that verse 28 must be talking about a 
different kind of “coming”.  Scholars suggest he could be referring to the fall of 
Jerusalem in AD70, or his resurrection from the dead, or the transfiguration 
scene that follows. The transfiguration option seems strong.  It explains why 
Jesus speaks of “some of those standing there” seeing his kingdom (or 
‘kingship’).  Also, “after six days” in 17.1 is an unusually precise time-
connection for Matthew, suggesting he’s signalling a link between the stories.   
 
Read Matthew 17:1-18 
6. Imagine you are one of the disciples there on the mountain.  Describe 

what you’re feeling and why.  For example, a few sentences in the form “I 
was feeling _____ because _____” 

If your group hasn’t prepared in advance it might be good to give them a few minutes to write 
their answers and then share them.  Get them to pay attention to the details of the scene and 
the impact that would have. 

 
7. God commands the disciples “This is my Son… listen to him!”.  When has 

Peter not been listening properly to Jesus recently? 
When he said he’s going to suffer, die, and then be raised! 

 
Read Matthew 17:9-13 
8. What future events does Jesus mention as he talks with the disciples? 

Not to tell anyone until he’s risen from the dead v9 
He’s going to suffer like John the Baptist v12 
NB this is the agenda that he’s explained in 16.21. 
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9. On the way down the mountain, Jesus tells his disciples not to tell people 
what they’ve seen.  He issued a similar command in 16:20, just after Peter 
confessed that Jesus is the Christ.  Why might Jesus have wanted his 
disciples to keep silent?  Does the argument in 16:21-22 give us a clue? 
 
 

 
10. Jesus’ contemporaries were expecting the prophet Elijah to return ahead 

of judgement day, as promised in Malachi 4.  It seems the appearance of 
Moses and Elijah has reminded the disciples of that chapter.  Jesus tells 
the disciples “Elijah has already come”.  What did this “coming of Elijah” 
look like?  See Matt 3.1-8; 14.3-12.   

The great Elijah came but he was rejected and killed.   
Some may note that John the Baptist denied being Elijah in John 1.21.  It seems John didn’t 
want to claim this honour for himself, since his job was to point to Jesus.   But Jesus doesn’t 
hesitate, here and in Matt 11.14, to say that is the role John played.  

11. At the top of the mountain, the disciples were given a picture of Jesus’ 
coming glory.  As Jesus pointed back to John the Baptist, they saw the 
road of suffering and rejection that he will be walking.  How do these two 
things together help us to “take up our cross and follow”? 

 

  



 5 

Notes and Prayer Points 
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Study 2: Matthew 17:14-27 
In 17:1-13 Peter, James and John have been on the mountaintop with Jesus. 
They saw him glorified, they saw Moses and Elijah talking with him and finally 
they heard God acknowledging him as his beloved Son to whom they must 
listen. Now they have come down from the mountaintop.  

1. Share a time when you have had a “mountaintop experience” in your 
Christian life that was quickly blown away by the daily realities of living. 
 

 
Read Matthew 17:14-20 

2. a. From his words and actions, what do you learn about the man  
    who approached Jesus?  

   
 
 

b. The disciples had previously been given authority to drive out 
demons.   See Matthew 10:1 and 8.  What was the main cause of the 
man’s frustration?  

 
 
 
 

3.  Jesus now speaks in a harsh way to his disciples.  How does Psalm 78: 
34-43 help us to understand why he spoke like this? 

 
 

 
 
 

4. After the healing of the boy, Jesus talks in private to his disciples. 
Does this mean that God will give us everything we ask for?  Explain 
your response.  
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The moving of mountains was proverbial among the Jews for accomplishing something of very 
great difficulty eg “one who saw Resh Lakish in debate ‘would think he was uprooting 
mountains and grinding them against each other’”. (Sanhedrin 24A)  
Jesus is not here speaking of the task of faith, nor of the direction in which it must be 
exercised, but only of its power. This power is unlimited because it is based on God’s 
omnipotence. (H. N. Ridderbos – Matthew 1987) 
Jesus sets no limit, but “He does not mean that God will give us whatever comes heedlessly 
into our minds or mouths. In fact, since there is nothing more contradictory to faith than the 
foolish and unconsidered wishes of our flesh, it follows that where faith reigns there is no 
asking for anything indiscriminately. (Calvin II p.210)) 
The comparison of true faith to a mustard seed indicates “both the apparent insignificance of 
faith in itself and yet also its great potential. The power of life in the seed and the power of faith 
both come from God himself.” 

 
Read Matthew 17:22-23 
Jesus again speaks to his disciples about his death. 

5. a. Compare what Jesus says about himself in vv.22-23 to what he said 
in 16:21.  What are the similarities and differences? 

Similarities Differences 

  

To be delivered into the hands of men had overtones of being treated completely without 
mercy. Cf. Isaiah 19:4.  Note that beyond the suffering the long-awaited resurrection day was 
about to dawn and with it the Kingdom of Heaven. 

b. What do the disciples now understand about the journey to 
Jerusalem? 

Note that in 16:22 that Peter objected strongly to Jesus’ words. But now the response is simply 
that “the disciples were filled with grief”, showing their acceptance of the words of Jesus. 
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Read Matthew 17:24 – 27 
Now Jesus enters Capernaum for the last time and it is likely that he again 
stays in Peter’s house. See Matthew 8:14-15. This narrative about the Temple 
tax is unique to Matthew who was of course very interested in tax matters.  

The donation of half a shekel for the upkeep of the Tabernacle in the wilderness was first 
described in Exodus 30:11-16 as a single gift.  The regular tax here was of later origin, only 
applied to adult male Jews, whether resident in Jerusalem or not. Priests did not pay.  It was 
extended so that the Mishnah tells us that it could be exacted from “Levites, proselytes and 
freed slaves but not from women, slaves or minors.” The tax was controversial as the 
Sadducees disapproved of it and the men of Qumran only paid it once in a lifetime.  

6. Peter admits to the tax collectors that Jesus does pay the Temple tax. 
After entering the house Jesus questions Peter. 

a. What is Jesus teaching Peter to understand about the           
payment of taxes?  

Conquerors have always shamelessly plundered the conquered (Peter’s reference to 
foreigners (GNB)/others), however, the kings of the earth tax their own people but not their 
own family. The contrast is between those of the royal household and those outside it. Since 
Jesus was the Son of God, he was exempt from taxes to be paid to the Temple of God, and by 
extension his close servants were exempt too. 
But not to give offense and not to use the support given to their group, Jesus instructs Peter to 
fish for the money and pay the tax.  

b. What does Jesus’ payment of the tax show about his mission?
   

 
 

7. How might we apply the attitude/teaching of Jesus in our society 
today? 
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Notes & Prayer Points 
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Study 3: Matthew 18:1-14  
1. When Fred goes to church, he looks around at the other Christians 

and thinks “they all seem smarter and more accomplished than me. I’d 
better be on guard”.  When Doris goes to church, she looks around at 
how helpless and vulnerable everyone else seems, and thinks “it’s 
lucky I’m here to look after things”.  Are you more like Fred or more 
like Doris? How? 
 
 
 
 

Read Matthew 18:1-5 
2. The disciples come to Jesus with a question about greatness in the 

kingdom.  How does Jesus throw them off balance? 
Their proud debate about who will be the greatest is turned into a warning about whether they 
will enter the kingdom at all!  RT France: “There are no “great ones” in the kingdom of heaven.” 
 

3. Jesus tells his disciples to “change and become like little children”.  
a. Write down 10 words that come into your mind when you think 

of the word “child”.  
 
 
 
 

b. In light of the question the disciples were asking, what aspect 
of childhood is Jesus likely to have in mind when when he tells 
the to become like little children? 

RT France comments:  The instruction to “become like children” is thus not about adopting 
some supposed ethical characteristic of children in general (innocence, humility, 
receptiveness, trustfulness or the like) but about accepting for oneself a position in the social 
scale which is like that of children, that is as the lowest in the hierarchy of authority and 
decision-making, those subject to and dependent on adults. …If the disciples’ question about 
being “great” was prompted by a desire to exercise authority over others, they have started at 
the wrong end. Their “grown-up” sense of social position puts them out of sympathy with God’s 
value-scale. 
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4. Verse 5 talks about welcoming “one such child”, meaning a humble 
believer rather than a young person per se.  How does Jesus give 
dignity and value to such little ones? 

Jesus identifies himself with such people – welcoming them is welcoming him.  “In my name” 
probably means “on the basis that they belong to me”. 
 

Read Matthew 18.6-9 
This section talks about people or things who cause believers to “stumble”.  
NIV84 and ESV have “sin” instead of stumble, but the kind of downfall in view 
here includes losing faith as well as moral failure.  

5. How are the “little ones” described in this section? 
“those who believe in me” v6.  This shows us what he means by “little ones” throughout this 
chapter.  
 

6. There are two distinct warnings in this section. What are they? 
(1) About causing others to stumble (v6-7)  
(2) About things that could make you stumble (v8-9).   
The two are connected, as you may lead others to follow you into sin or unbelief. 
 

7. Why would Jesus portray such a serious punishment for those who 
cause believers to stumble? 

It shows how precious believers are to God. 
 
 
 

8. If you cut off your hand or foot, or removed your eye, would it actually 
stop you from sinning?  What is Jesus getting at?   

A graphic way of showing the cost that’s worth bearing in order to “enter life”.  Cf 16.25 about 
losing your life to gain it and 16.26 about gaining the whole world but forfeiting your soul/life. 
 
 

9. What are some ways that we might apply this to ourselves today? 
Arms, legs and eyes are not bad things in themselves.  It might be good to get the group 
thinking about good things in life which can become stumbling blocks to particular individuals.  
Do you know of people who’ve walked away from some of life’s good things because they 
realized it was leading them away from Christ? 
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Read Matthew 18:10-14 
10. What does the story about the lost sheep tell us about God’s attitude 

towards his “little ones”? 
Verse 14 gives us the principle that the story is illustrating.  The point is that every sheep is 
precious, no matter how ‘little’ it seems.  
 
 

11. Do you see yourself as a “little one”?  According to this chapter, should 
you?   
 
 
 

12. If we are believers who have indeed humbled ourselves and become 
like little children, how does this passage comfort and encourage us? 

Shows us that Christ identifies with us (v5), God cares greatly about our protection (v6-7), God 
values us greatly as members of his flock (v13). 
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Study 4: Matthew 18:15-35  
1. Think about how you tend to respond when you have a conflict with 

someone.  Are you more inclined to be a ‘peace-breaker’ who attacks 
and escalates, or a ‘peace-faker’ who retreats and avoids the issue? 
 
 

Read Matthew 20:15-17 
There is uncertainty about v15, about whether the words “against you” were originally there or not.  
Some modern translations include them, and some don’t.  There are good arguments both ways.  If 
“against you” was not original, then this passage could be about dealing with any sin by another 
person, rather than something that has hurt you.  However, in context, it could still be about 
specifically interpersonal issues even if those words were absent.  In this study we’re going to focus on 
the narrower case of interpersonal hurt.  If people are convinced it should apply more broadly that’s 
OK, but just explain that that’s not the focus of this study. 

2. What three phases of dealing with sin/conflict does Jesus prescribe?   
 

1. ________________________________________   
 
2. ________________________________________   
 
3. ________________________________________   

   
3. Are all three phases always necessary?  What would be the effect of 

leaving out a phase and skipping to the next one? 
Obviously phase 1 or 2 might solve the issue so it doesn’t need to go further.  But skipping 
phase 1 or 2 will escalate the conflict and reduce the chance of reconciliation. 
 
 

4. How do Jesus’ words challenge us if we are naturally ‘peace-fakers’?   
 
 
 

5. How do they challenge us if we are naturally ‘peace-breakers’? 
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Further reading online: 
Bruce Burgess, “The hope of biblical peacemaking”  The Briefing 386. 

 
Read Matthew 18:18-20 
This is a challenging passage to understand. The “you” in v18 is plural, 
referring either to the whole church or a collection of church leaders. 

6. How might this passage connect to the previous section? 
You’ll need to avoid getting bogged down in this difficult section, which has some similar 
challenges to 16:19 and 17.20. 
The terms “binding” and “loosing” were used by Jewish teachers for declaring what is and isn’t 
permitted (Matt 5:19 uses the word “loosing” in this way).  So it may well be that 
binding/loosing here and in 16.19 is about determining the standards that will apply to the new 
people of God.  As the NIV footnote indicates, the Greek suggests that what the church binds 
on earth “will have been bound” in heaven – that is, the church is actually reflecting heaven 
rather than controlling heaven. 
Ben Witherington suggests the “two” who agree in v19, and the “two or three” who gather in 
v20, may be those from v16 who are brought in to mediate a conflict, to whom God promises to 
give clarity about the right way forward, and who bear the authority of Jesus within that 
situation. 
Scholars have many tentative ideas about these difficult verses, so don’t feel you need to get 
the group to reach a firm or unanimous conclusion. 

 
Read Matthew 18.21-35 

7. Would the average person be willing to forgive someone seven times, 
as Peter suggests in verse 22?  What sort of answer do you think Peter 
is expecting? 
 
 
 

8. Look at the interaction between the first servant and the king 
a. How much did the servant owe his master? 

 
 

b. What did the servant ask for, and what did he get? 
He asked for more time to pay back the debt. 
He got more than he asked for – the cancellation of the debt altogether! 
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9. Look at the interaction between the first servant and the second 
servant. 

a. How much did the second servant owe the first servant? 
 
 

b. What did the second servant ask for, and what did he get? 
He asked for more time to pay back the debt. 
He got choked and thrown into prison. 
 

10. How would you explain the purpose of this story? 
 
 
 

11. In what situations should we apply Matthew 18.15-17, about 
confrontation and escalation, and in what situations should we apply 
Matthew 18.21-22 about forgiveness?  How do they fit together? 

It’s important to note that the parable about forgiveness portrays a situation where the person 
admits their debt is real (v26, v29).  For those who deny wrongdoing, Jesus commands that 
the situation be escalated, and if that fails, then the relationship remains unresolved (v17).  
Unless the issue is very minor, granting forgiveness without any acknowledgement of 
wrongdoing is often a form of peace-faking. 

But we must be clear that Jesus who said “treat them as a pagan or tax collector” also taught 
us to “love your enemies and pray for them” (Matt 5.44).  If the forgiveness process cannot be 
completed, that does not mean we seek revenge or stir up malice but we retain a “forgiving 
stance” which is ready to grant forgiveness when the other person is ready to receive it. 

Forgiveness is not overlooking.  “When we forgive evil we do not excuse it, we do not tolerate 
it, we do not smother it. We look the evil full in the face, call it what it is, let its horror shock and 
stun and enrage us, and only then do we forgive it.”  (Smedes, L. B. (1984). Forgive and 
Forget: Healing the Hurts We Don't Deserve) 

Hasty talk of forgiveness has been very damaging to some abuse victims.  We need to note 
that in serious cases, adopting a stance of forgiveness will not be quick, doesn’t negate legal 
justice, and does not mean the relationship goes back to the way it was previously.  
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Notes & Prayer Points 
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Study 5: Matthew 19:1-12  
Matthew has completed his account of what Jesus did and taught in Galilee. 
Now we see Jesus closer to Jerusalem, spending time in Judaea, the region 
controlled by Herod (See Matthew 14:1-12) 
Leaders: This study obviously covers a sensitive topic. Be aware that there are almost certaintly 
people in your group who have a direct or indirect experience of divorce. 

Read Mathew 19:1-12 
The Pharisees now come to test Jesus on a hot contemporary issue - divorce 
on demand.  This was a particularly dangerous topic in the region of Herod 
Antipas, who had cast aside his wife for Herodias his brother’s wife and then 
killed John the Baptist who condemned his actions. 

1. a. What does Jesus refer to in answering their first question?  
See also Genesis 1:27; Genesis 2:24.  
 
 
b. What does this reference to the creation events teach us about 
marriage? 

Our sexuality is a divine ordinance intended to be exercised in monogamous relationships. In 
antiquity to leave one’s parents was thought of as a most unusual thing to do. Family ties were 
of the greatest importance. But the creation ordinance put marriage above any other 
relationship. Man and wife belong together, bound more closely than any other two persons. 

 
2. Read Deuteronomy 24:1-4, which the Pharisees refer to. 

a. For what reason did Moses allow divorce?  
The allowance for divorce on these grounds provided some protection for women living in a 
patriarchal society. Her husband could not on a whim give his wife a bill of divorce, stating 
that she was free to marry someone else and then, when she found another husband, 
reclaim her as his rightful wife. 

 
b. What does Jesus say about the words of Moses? 

“because your hearts were hard”.  Moses was adding some regulation in the fallen world and 
we shouldn’t look to this rule to understand what marriage really is. Instead, we should look to 
how God made it. 
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3. What have the disciples learnt about marriage from this dialogue 
between Jesus and the Pharisees? 

One of the things Jesus highlights is that marriage is a divine creation, not a human invention.  
 
 
 
 

4. What does this section show us about how we should approach 
marriage today? 

The pharisees were debating where the line is between a legitimate or illegitimate divorce.  
Jesus shows that instead we should look to the created purpose of marriage – focus on the 
centre rather than the edges.   
 
We should note that the discussion here is about divorce on demand – “for any and every 
reason”.  Verse 9 is about someone who divorces his wife in order to be with someone else, 
which Jesus says is equivalent to adultery.  This doesn’t mean that every marriage is by nature 
indissoluble – Jesus mentions here that divorce in the case of sexual immorality is a different 
story. There can be other scenarios in which a marriage is genuinely over (cf 1 Cor 7).   
 
But God’s intention is for marriage to be life-long and this should be our mindset too. 

 
5. In what ways do the words of Jesus about singleness complement his 

words on marriage? 
Jesus is not supporting castration!  But he is saying that the claims of the Kingdom surpass all 
other claims, and some are called to serve in singleness (just as others are called to serve in 
marriage). Whatever a person’s calling is, grace will be given so that calling may be fulfilled. 
The Kingdom is preeminent in all parts of our lives. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For further reading:  Joined Up Life by Andrew Cameron provides useful 
insight into this and other ethical situations we encounter. 
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Notes & Prayer Points 
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Study 6: Matthew 19:13-30  
Read Matthew 19:13-15 

1. Why would the disciples have rebuked the parents bringing their 
children to Jesus? 
 
 

2. Why is Jesus in favour of the children being brought to him?  What do 
you think he means by “such as these”? 

We come back to this near the end so you can leave it a bit open for now.  In the end, it’s the 
dependence of children that shines through, in contrast to the “what must I do” mindset of the 
rich man. 

Read Matthew 19:16-24 
3. Jesus points the man to some of the ten commandments.  Read 

Exodus 20:1-17.  Which of the ten commandments does Jesus quote, 
and which does he omit at this point? 

He leaves out the commandments about worshipping God alone and not coveting your 
neighbour’s possessions. 
 

4. Earlier, Jesus has radically lowered the threshold for the sins of 
adultery, murder etc (Matt 5:21-30).  Why might he accept, for now, 
the man’s claim to have kept all these commandments? 

He’s going to go to the heart of the matter! 
 

5. You might expect Jesus to go on to list the rest of the ten 
commandments.  But instead, he gives the man a unique command to 
sell all his possessions and give away all his money.  Why would he do 
this?  

Although Jesus has warned about wealth before, he’s never told everyone to get rid of 
everything. This is a tailor-made challenge for this particular man.   
Get the group to look again at which commandments Jesus hasn’t listed yet. 
This man is guilty of coveting but even more so he’s guilty of loving money more than God and 
living for money instead of God. Jesus’ challenge exposes this idol in his life. 

6. What is it about being rich that makes it so hard to enter the kingdom?  
Consider how Jesus has uncovered this rich man’s heart.  
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Riches grab hold of your heart.  See Matt 6.21 and 24.  Your heart follows your treasure and 
the treasure becomes a master you serve instead of God.  But this isn’t only an issue for rich 
people – there are all sorts of things we can end up putting in God’s place in our lives. 

7. The New Testament never tells every believer to give up all 
possessions and money.  What practical application regarding money 
should we take away from this passage? 

It’s important not to walk away with a moralistic application of this passage.  The point of it is 
NOT that we should be generous.  The man isn’t told to be generous; he’s told to get rid of 
everything!  The application here is to beware of the power that wealth can have over us, 
confess the idols in our lives, and rely on God’s mercy. 

Read Matthew 19:23-30  (deliberate overlap) 
For centuries there has been speculation about the “eye of a needle” being a 
gate in the wall of Jerusalem so narrow that a camel would need to shed its 
load to get through.  However, there is zero evidence that such a gate ever 
existed!  Jesus’ colourful imagery is of something that’s completely impossible. 

8. What Jesus says is bad news for rich people.  Is it therefore good news 
for poor people?  Consider the disciples’ reaction. 

They rightly realise that this is bad news for everyone. They are probably used to rich people 
being able to get what they want.  And they may see riches as a symbol of God’s favour.  
Being poor isn’t the solution. 
 

9. What good news is delivered here? 
What’s impossible for man is possible with God!  He offers the kingdom as a gift we don’t 
deserve. 
 

 
10. According to Jesus, what is the way to get rich and powerful?  When 

do riches and power come? 
 
 
 

11. This story about a rich man who couldn’t enter the kingdom comes 
straight after the scene with the little children to whom the kingdom 
belongs.  What message about entering the kingdom should we take 
away from this overall passage? 

The little kids are dependent and needy.  Everything they receive is a gift.  Likewise we need to 
receive the kingdom as a gift we don’t deserve. It’s impossible for us to qualify for the kingdom 
but it’s possible for us to enter it by God’s grace!   
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Notes & Prayer Points 
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Study 7: Matthew 20:1-16.  
Still replying to Peter’s question in 19:27, Jesus reinforced and expanded on 
the reversal of values set out in Matthew 19:30 with this parable of the workers 
in the vineyard. 
 
Read Mathew 20:1-16 

1. According to ‘normal human wisdom’ how does our society explain 
the concept of fairness/justice in life? 

 
 

2. a. From this parable what do you learn about the conditions for     
casual workers in Palestine at this time?    

Waiting on a street corner to be picked up for a day’s work is a situation still seen in many 
countries today eg. Indonesia 

 
b. What was expected behaviour from the landowner and what  might 
have seemed unusual in his behaviour? See also Leviticus 19:13 and 
Deuteronomy 24:14-15                                               

Unusual: The owner himself repeatedly going out to hire rather than sending his 
representative, the choice of the landowner at the end of the day to pay them all the same 
wage. Note that even then a denarius was probably an overpayment for one day’s work. 
Usual: end of day payment 

 
 

3. The complaint of the workers hired first is based on ‘normal human 
wisdom’. What does the response of the landowner in vs.13-15 teach 
us about the Kingdom of Heaven? 

Friend is a form of address used in Matthew only in gentle reproach See also 22:12 & 26:50. The 
landowner had kept his agreement so there is no wrong. The discontent was due to envy, not 
injustice. God acts in grace towards us all; we cannot earn salvation.  
We are sinners undeserving of salvation in our own right. 
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4. Look at the parable of the lost son in Luke 15.11-31.  How does this 
story compare? 
 
 
 
 

5. Look at Ephesians 2:8-10.  How does this story relate? 
You could compare with the parable of the lost son in Luke 15:11-31 and Ephesians 2:8-10. 

 
 
 
 

6. Share Illustrations or examples of how you or another person has 
been able to put the message of God’s grace into a 21st century 
context to make the explanation relevant and clearer to the listener. 
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Notes & Prayer Points 
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Study 8: Matthew 20:17-34  
As Jesus moved from the Jordan Valley up towards Jerusalem (v17), he once 
again reminded his disciples of what would happen at their destination. 
Read Matthew 20:17-20 

1. Compare this passage to Jesus’ original prediction back in 16:21.  
What is new here?  What is its significance?  (See also  
Leviticus 26:32-33 & 38 and Psalm 106:40-41) 

New = handed over to the Gentiles.   
The worst time of judgement experienced by Israel was the Babylonian exile when the nation 
was handed over to the Gentiles because of God’s displeasure. Jesus likewise is going to 
experience God’s judgement.  Jews and Gentiles will join forces to condemn Jesus. This is 
also the first mention of crucifixion.  

Read Matthew 20:20-29 

2. Mum brings her boys with her to see Jesus.  
a. What does she want for them? 

This request is despite the teaching of Jesus in 20:1-16! This episode links with 19:27-29 and the 
theme of 19:30 illustrated in 20:1-15 and repeated in 20:16. 

b. Why would she ask for this?  See also 17:1, 16:23 & 19:30 

Peter, James and John were the inner circle among the disciples. The implied snub of Peter 
after his question in 19:27 may have seemed a good opportunity for mum to advance her boys’ 
position in the group. 

3. Look at Isaiah 51:17 & Jeremiah 25:17-18.  How do these verses help 
us understand Jesus’ use of the of the word “cup” to describe what is 
ahead of him?                              

The cup is a metaphor for destined suffering. Jesus has been talking about his suffering since 
Matthew 16:21-28.  

 

4. What does verse 23 teach us about Jesus’ own understanding of the 
future, of his own role and of his relationship with his Father? 
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5. This squabble by the disciples provides Jesus with the opportunity to 
explain more about his mission. 

a. Jesus responds first to the nature of the request. What 
illustration does he use of temporal power?  

 
 

b. How does Jesus turn this illustration upside down and use it to 
talk about the significance of what he is about to do? 
Compare Isaiah 53:3-5. 

 
 

c.  Where in our world can do we see people grasping for 
rewards for themselves in life? 

 
 

b. Why does God’s grace seem so strange in such a world? 
 
 

 
 
Read Matthew 20:29-34 
Matthew now includes a healing by Jesus at Jericho which is illustrative of what 
he had been talking about to his disciples, 

6. Looking at the actions of the two blind men, what do they understood 
about Jesus? 

 
Note also that the blindmen recognised their own areas of need and they responded to Jesus. 

 
 

7. Look back over the whole passage from verse 17 onwards.  What has 
most provoked your thinking about the nature of your relationship 
with Jesus?  


