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BIBLE STUDY GUIDE 

PART 2 
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Study 6: Genesis 30:25 – 31:55 

In this section we see the interactions between crafty Jacob and crafty Laban 

resume. Which of them will win the upper hand? 

There’s lots of text to cover here. Keep moving through swiftly! 

Read Genesis 30:25-33 

1. Why does Laban want Jacob to stay, instead of returning to his 

homeland? 

 

 

 

2. What kind of payment does Jacob propose? 

 

 

 

 

Read Genesis 30:34-43 

3. Why would Laban then take Jacob’s share of the flock, take them far 

away and put them under the care of Laban’s sons? 

 

 

 

4. What technique does Jacob use to increase his share of the flocks? 

It’s clear today that such techniques make no difference. Quite possibly the narrator knew that 
also. Try to hold the “did it really work” question open until you read Jacob’s theological 
explanation in the next section.  
 
 

5. What’s the outcome? 
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Read Genesis 31:1-13 

6. What explanation does Jacob give about the increase in his share of 

the flock?  How do you think this relates to the techniques he used in 

the previous section? 

“Clearly God intervened to fulfil the hopes Jacob placed in the rods, using them as he used the 
arrows of Joash or the bones of Elisha, as the means (or the occasions) of working 
miraculously. It would not be the last time that his part in a success would be much greater 
than it seemed to the observer.”  - Derek Kidner 

7. How does God refer to himself here?  

 

 

 

Read Genesis 31:14-35 

It’s unclear what motivated Rachel to steal her father’s household gods (idol 

statues). As usual, the narrator doesn’t pronounce any judgement on the 

action (positive or negative) but this doesn’t mean we should see it as a 

commendable act.  She might simply have seen their material value. 

8. How does this narrative contrast Laban’s gods with Jacob’s God?   

 

 

 

 

Read Genesis 31:36-44 

9. Which two forces have been at work against each other?  Which one 

has won? 
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Read Genesis 31:45-55 

10. In this scene Jacob and Laban make a covenant – a binding treaty 

between two parties.  What do both sides commit to?   

Jacob promises to look after Laban’s daughters, and both sides promise to respect this 
boundary of territory. 
 
Note: V53 “the God of Abraham and the God of Nahor, the God of their father” is tricky to 
decipher.  Nahor was Abraham’s brother and Laban’s ancestor, seemingly a worshipper of 
other gods rather than the Lord (Yahweh). The Hebrew word for “god” here (elohim) can have 
singular or plural meaning, so it could be the meaning here is “may the respective gods ofis 
agreement”.   

11. Laban was an Aramean (31:20) and the Arameans were neighbours of 

the nation of Israel for centuries.  As later generations of Israelites read 

this story, how do you think it would have influenced relations with the 

Arameans? 

  

 

 

 

12. How does Jacob express his devotion to the true God in this scene? 

Jacob swears in the name of “the fear of Isaac”, that is the Lord.  
 
 
 
 

13. This chapter brings to an end Jacob’s 20-year stay in Padam Aram.  Re-

read what God promised Jacob on his way there in Genesis 28:14-15. 

How has the Lord kept his promises to Jacob?  What does this show 

about his God, and our God? 

God has kept his promise to “watch over” Jacob in that he has “seen all that Laban has been 
doing” (31:12).  Also, earlier on in today’s passage, we’ve had a glimpse of God “blessing all 
peoples on earth” through Jacob, as Laban has profited from his presence. 
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Notes & Prayer Points 
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Study 7: Genesis 32 

Read Genesis 32:1-12 

As he and his entourage travel on, Jacob is met by the “angels of God”. These 

are not explained, though they are reminiscent of the ladder-climbing angels 

in chapter 28.  Perhaps they are the army of angels that guards God’s people 

(Psalm 34:7)? In any case their appearance indicates that this is a special place. 

1. Jacob had recently been very assertive in his dealings with his uncle 

Laban.  Why would he now be scared of his brother Esau? 

“Jacob approaches the meeting with extreme deference, the kind of deference appropriate to a 
wrong-doer in the face of the offended. The careful preparation of Jacob is no doubt a measure 
of his fear. He is not normally a deferential man. After 25:27–34 and 27:1–45, we expect Jacob 
to assert himself and prevail, but not to defer.”  - Walter Bruggemann 

2. Look at the prayer in verse 9 onwards.  This is the only extended 

prayer in the book of Genesis.   

a. How does Jacob address God here?  

 

 

b. What facts about his God does he recall?   

 

 

c. What kind of attitude does he display as he asks God for help?  

 

 

d. When we pray, how can we imitate the strengths of this prayer? 

“This moving plea is a model of its kind. It rests securely on the foundation of covenant, 
command and promise (9), and shows the true spirit of worship in its wonder at God’s mercy 
(10), seen as beyond all deserving or predicting (even the dividing of his company is viewed 
now in this positive light). The urgent request, kept back till this point, reveals a new gap in 
Jacob’s armour… [that he now has vulnerable family with him]. But the acknowledged fear of 
verse 11 is at once exposed to the remembered promise, which now flanks the prayer on both 
sides (12; cf. 9b) and brings the distant future into the reckoning. The short-term threat  

3. Look back at Genesis 28:20-22.  How has Jacob’s relationship with 

God developed since then? 
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Read Genesis 32.13-21 

4. What is Jacob’s reason for sending all these flocks and herds ahead of 

him? 

Verse 20 – “I will pacify [Esau]… perhaps he will receive me [favourably].”  The word translated 
“pacify” here is the Hebrew kafar, which in other contexts means “make atonement”, “make 
amends”.  There seems to be here an acknowledgement by Jacob that he has wronged his 
brother and needs forgiveness. 

 

Read Genesis 32.22-31 

This is an enigmatic episode!  We’re not told why Jacob sent his wives, 

servants and sons ahead of him, but it seems unlikely he was trying to hide 

behind them, since in 33:3 he approaches Esau ahead of them.  Perhaps he 

sensed he needed to remain alone a bit longer in the “camp of God” (32:2)? 

 

5. What do you find confusing about this story? 

There’s plenty to be confused about. This question allows the group to articulate the difficult 
parts of this story and perhaps help each other find tentative answers. Who is the “man” 
wrestling Jacob? The end of the episode suggests it was the Lord, or perhaps his 
representative. Why can’t the man overpower Jacob and why is daybreak the end of their 
encounter? 

 

6. Is this wrestling match a defeat or a victory for Jacob? 

“Jacob and his nemesis come nearly to a draw. Neither can quite have his way. But if 
this other one is God, what does it mean to say that Jacob has come to a draw with him? What 
kind of God is it who will be pressed to a draw by this man? And what kind of man is our father 
Jacob that he can force a draw, even against heaven? This is no ordinary man. And certainly 
no ordinary God! Clearly, this is no ordinary story.” – Walter Bruggemann 

 

7. Jacob is given a new name. When his old name is taken away, what is 

taken with it? Consider Genesis 27:36. 

“The new name would attest his new standing: it was both a mark of grace, wiping out an old 
reproach (27:36), and an accolade to live up to.” – Derek Kidner. 
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8. Consider the big-picture story of Jacob that we’ve read in the last few 

chapters. Can you think of ways this wrestling match is representative 

of his story?  In what way has he “struggled with God and with humans 

and overcome”? 

 

 

 

 

9. In the episode where he receives the name Israel (the name of the 

great nation that his offspring will become), Jacob also sustains an 

injury that leaves him with a limp. Read 2 Corinthians 4:7-10.  

a. Do you think the scene in Genesis 32 could be making a similar 

point? 

 

 

 

b. How does this play out in our lives? 
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Notes & Prayer Points 
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Study 8: Genesis 33 

This is a short chapter, and a short study. Take this opportunity to spend extra time in prayer 
and other group activities. 

Read Genesis 33:1-11 

1. Look at the arrangement of groups of people in verses 1-2.  What is 

going on?  What does it reveal about this family? 

Favouritism still playing out. 
 
 
 

2. Jacob had hoped “to pacify [Esau] with these gifts I am sending on 

ahead” (32:20).  As it turned out, where did the gifts fit into the flow of 

events? 

Esau receives Jacob warmly (33:4) and then later accepts the gifts.  If the shepherds had 
obeyed the instruction in 32:18, Esau may have known earlier that the flocks were intended as 
gifts, but his acceptance of them comes after his acceptance of Jacob. The gifts were not 
grudgingly accepted as compensation which needed to precede reconciliation. 
 

3. How has Jacob’s prayer in the previous chapter been answered? 

Jacob prayed to be protected from an attack by Esau (32:11).  In response, it seems God has 
not just thwarted an attack but moved Esau’s heart to a place of warmth. Sending the gifts 
ahead was a reasonable move, but it seems the reconciliation was due to God’s work rather 
than Jacob’s payment. 
 

4. What issues does this story raise on the topic of reconciliation?  Can 

you think of other biblical input on the topic? 
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Read Genesis 33:12-20 

5. Earlier in Genesis, when God Abram and Sarai as Abraham and Sarah, 

the narrator immediately began referring to them by their new names.  

But here, Jacob is still called Jacob rather than Israel. Looking at 

Jacob’s behaviour, can you see why that might be? 

Jacob deceives his brother – he says he’s going to follow him to Seir, but he then goes and 
settles in a different place. The way Jacob refuses to let Esau leave any men with him 
suggests this is pre-planned.  We’re not told the reason for this. 

6. What positive developments do we see in verses 18-20? 
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Notes & Prayer Points 
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Study 9: Genesis 34 

Be warned: this is an MA-rated chapter of the Bible. Several parts of it are very 

unpleasant, and we should remember from the outset that often the Bible 

records events that it does not endorse. 

 

Read Genesis 34:1-12 

1. Who are the main characters in this narrative?  Which of them holds 

power and why? 

 

 

2. Look at the last part of verse 7. As 21st-century readers, we don’t need 

an explanation of why Jacob’s sons would have been shocked and 

furious. Why might the narrator have decided to explain in this way? 

It seems the narrator takes the opportunity to underline, for those reading in later generations, 
that what was done here is not acceptable behaviour for God’s people. Israel didn’t exist as a 
nation at this point, but the narrator refers to an “outrageous thing in Israel… a thing that 
should not be done”. 

3. Shechem simply wants to marry Dinah, and offers to pay any bride-

price. But more is at stake than the future of this one couple.  What is 

proposed by Shechem’s father Hamor, ruler of the Hivites? 

Verses 8-10 he proposes a policy of intermingling between Jacob’s people and the Hivites – all 
because his son is so keen on Dinah! 

 

Read Genesis 34:13-29 

4. Hamor and Shechem convince the men of the town to accept Jacob’s 

sons’ requirement to get circumcised. What line of argument do they 

use? 

They see a general economic benefit in having Jacob’s family’s wealth absorbed into their 
community – Verse 23 

5. In your opinion, did Jacob’s sons make an appropriate response to 

what happened to their sister? 

An opportunity to discuss proportionality, political impacts vs personal justice etc. This question 
anticipates the discussion between Jacob and his sons in the next few verses… 
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Read Genesis 35:30-31 

6. Choose one word to describe Jacob’s preferred policy in this situation, 

and a word to describe Simeon and Levi’s approach. Can you see the 

logic of both perspectives? 

Perhaps “appeasement” vs “retaliation”?  A concern for “peace” vs “justice” ? 

 

7. As Jacob points out, Simeon and Levi’s actions have created great 

hostility between the Israelites and surrounding nations.  It seems 

Jacob would have preferred to accept Hamor’s proposal and 

assimilate with the Hivites. Would this be a good choice? 

Jacob is the bearer of God’s promise (commission?) that he will become a great nation that will 
possess this land and bless the world. That can’t happen if his family is absorbed into another 
nation. To accept peace on the Hivites’ terms would have meant less trouble and conflict – but 
it would mean giving up on God’s agenda for his people. Looking at it another, conflict with the 
surrounding nations is probably an inevitable part of pursuing God’s agenda for Israel. 

8. Which perspective do you think the narrator agrees with? 

“Again, the narrator is reticent when it comes to making evaluation of action explicit. However, 
the narrator also controls how the story is presented and it is absolutely critical to our 
understanding of this story to see that he gives the last word to Simeon and Levi. This is a 
surefire indication that the narrator’s sympathies lie with them.” – Tremper Longman III. 

Reflect on the story as a whole 

9. Consider later generations of Israelites reading this story in their 

scriptures.  How would it inform their relations with the neighbouring 

Hivites? 

It wouldn’t promote cordial relations! It would probably help them to obey the direct commands 
against intermarriage which came in Deut 7:3-6 and other places. 

 

10. God’s people today, under the headship of Christ, includes people of 

many different ethnicities and nationalities. The Old Testament laws 

banning intermarriage with other nations are no longer directly 

applicable.  But can you think of ways in which this principle should 

still guide us? 

You could consider 2 Corinthians 6:14 which is not a discussion of marriage per se but is 
surely applicable to Chrisitans deciding who to marry. And of course there are other ways in 
which Chrisitans must not be absorbed into the culture and values of the world around us but 
be distinct in order that we can bless the world with the news of the gospel. 1 Peter 2:9  
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Notes & Prayer Points 
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Study 10: Genesis 35 

1. How might you might react if God spoke to you? How would you know 

if it was God? 

  

 

 

Read Genesis 35:1-15 

2. Why does God now tell Jacob to go back to Bethel?  (See also Genesis 

28:20-22 & 31:13) 

Bethel occupies something of the same focal place in Jacob’s career that the birth of Isaac 
occupied for Abraham, testing his fluctuating obedience and his hold on the promise for more 
than 20 years.    

 

 

3. What preparations did Jacob order for the journey, and why are these 

instructions significant? 

Any impression that patriarchal worship was free and easy is dispelled by these demands, 
which already have the makings of the Sinai law in their call for a single loyalty, ceremonial 
purity and the renunciation of magic. At the same spot many years later, Joshua was to issue a 
similar call to Israel. Josh.24:23ff 

4. What might putting away foreign gods mean for us today?   Consider 

Hebrews 12:1-3 

 

 

5. After Jacob returned to Bethel, God appeared to him again and 

blessed him. 

a. What are the elements of the blessing? 

 

 

b. Explain the significance of each of these elements. 

Name – the new name which means ‘he struggles with God’ and is a reminder of Jacob’s 
encounter with God Genesis 28:10ff 
Be fruitful – a repetition of the original promise to Abram/Abraham who was to be the father of 
a great nation. 
Land – a reiteration of the promise given to Abraham and Isaac. 
The repetition of the promise is a reminder that it is in perpetuity from the time it was first given. 
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c. How did Jacob respond to all this? See also 28:18-19? 

The ritual of Jacob’s first visit to this place was repeated, but whereas in his youth he could 
give little content to his use of the name God, now, in the light of God’s dealings with him over 
the years, he knew his faith was secure in the living God who chastened him, provided and 
guided, and would continue to do so, not only in his life but in the generations to come. 

 

Read Genesis 35:16-29 

6. Rachel, who has thus far given birth to only one of Jacob’s children, 

now goes into labour. 

a. How did the midwife comfort Rachel during childbirth? 

 

 

b. Jacob changes the name of his new son to Benjamin. What 

does this name mean? (See NIV footnote). Is this an odd name 

for the last-born son? 

In renaming his son, Jacob chose Benjamin meaning ‘son of my right hand’. Jacob wanted to 
honour Rachel. The right hand has connotations of honour (Ps.110:1), skill (Ps.137:5) and 
soundness (Ecc.10:2).  Jacob’s love for Rachel endured and two years later he recalled the 
desolation he felt at her death (Gen.48:7). 

 

7. Verse 27 records, without comment, an action by Reuben that shook 

the family of Jacob.   

a. Read Genesis 49:3-4 and 1 Chronicles 5:1-2.  What are the 

long-term consequences of this act? 

 In the list of Jacob’s sons which follows Reuben’ is named in the privileged position as first 
born, but when Jacob later came to the point of giving his deathbed blessing Reuben did not 
have the pre-eminence. This was no arbitrary decision on the part of Jacob, but rather a 
judicial disinheritance resulting from his grave misdeed. As Simeon and Levi had also brought 
their father into disrepute (Gen.34:30), the fourth son Judah was next in line to inherit the 
birthright privileges. He became spokesman for the brothers when they went to Egypt in the 
time of the famine. In Jacob’s deathbed blessing Judah was to be the one before whom his 
from the tribe of Judah, and eventually Jesus the Messiah was born into his line. 

b. The number of Jacob’s sons has now reached 12.  What the 

significance of this number? See also Gen 35:11, Mark 3:14 and 

Rev. 21:12 & 14. 

12 is used to symbolise the “whole Israel of God”. 
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8. Isaac lived to 180. If you interviewed him on his deathbed, what do 

you think he would say were his greatest memories and 

achievements? 
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Notes & Prayer Points 

 

 

 


