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Introduction for Leaders 
 
This term we’re going to be exploring Hebrews 1:1 – 10:25. Hebrews 10:19-25 is widely seen as a 
transition section in the flow of the book, so we’ll come back another time and look at 10:19 – 13:25. 
 
These study notes were written by Jeanette Swan, Christine Olliffe and Paul Moutzouris, and edited 
and proofread by Tom Barrett. 
 
This booklet includes leaders’ notes (with a grey background like this) for many of the questions.  
These are not printed in the general booklet for group members. 
It’s best for leaders to prepare by: 

1. Reading the Bible passage 
2. Reading the questions without the leaders notes 
3. Reading the leaders’ notes 

As always, you should adapt this material as necessary to best suit your group. If a question doesn’t 
make sense to you, ask your group a different one! 
 
Be careful that your group doesn’t turn into a game of “guess what answer is in the book”.  Rather, use 
the ideas in the leaders’ notes to guide the group towards particular verses or particular angles they 
should consider.  If the group gets stuck it’s OK to just share the ideas from these notes or simply to 
move on – but try to avoid reading out the leaders notes verbatim. 
 
Some questions have no leader’s note because the answer is either very simple, or because it 
depends on the person answering.  For some questions, your group may well think of more good 
answers beyond the ones mentioned in the notes. 
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Study 1: Hebrews 1:11 – 2:4  
Hebrews is a meaty part of the New Testament.  It takes some work to digest, 
but offers us substantial nourishment. Unlike many New Testament books it is 
not a letter as such, but a “word of encouragement” (13:22), like a sermon 
which has been written down so it can then be read out to a far-away 
audience.  Much about it is unknown. It seems to have been written some time 
between AD50 and AD70. Its author does not identify him/herself, but it 
seems likely it was one of the apostle Paul’s associates such as Timothy or 
Apollos. The target audience is not specified either, but based on the book’s 
contents it was probably intended for a congregation of Jewish Christians 
known to the author. The writer wants to encourage his readers to press on in 
faithfulness to Christ, in an environment where various pressures made this 
difficult. Judaism, their religion of birth, was an accepted religion in the Roman 
Empire, whereas Christianity was not, so one temptation for these believers 
was to shrink back into Judaism and let go of Christ.  The pressures and 
temptations we face as Christians today are slightly different, but the 
encouragements and warnings in this letter can spur us on all the same.  
 
Read Hebrews 1:1-5 
The letter to the Hebrews begins by asserting the greatest single fact of the 
Christian revelation: God has spoken to us through his word in the Bible and 
through his son, Jesus. The writer’s first task in this letter is to exalt God’s Son.  
 
1. Can you name some ways that God spoke to his people in the Old 

Testament? How does this contrast with how God has spoken to us in 
these “last days”? 

In Old Testament times God spoke through the prophets, at Mt Sinai, through dreams and visions, etc. 
The “last days” refers to the final period of history in which we are still living and in which God has 
spoken through his Son.  
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2. Write down the six things that describe God’s Son – who he is, what has he 
done, what does he still does (Verses 2b-3). 

a. __________________ 

b. __________________ 

c. __________________ 

d. __________________ 

e. __________________ 

f. __________________ 
3. Does it surprise you that the writer speaks about God’s Son like this?  Why 

or why not? 
 
 
 
Read Hebrews 1:5-14 
At the end of his introduction, the writer introduced the claim that Jesus is 
superior to angels. Now, he argues this point at length. We ask: why angels? It 
was a contemporary Jewish belief that the Old Testament laws had been 
mediated to Moses through angels (Acts 7:38-39; Gal. 3:19; Hebrews 2:2).  If 
Jesus is superior to angels, that means it’s important to worship and follow him 
rather than slipping back into Jewish identity and practice. 
 
The writer of Hebrews quotes the Old Testament extensively, clearly believing 
that it points forward to Christ, even in ways the original writers and readers 
may not have realised.  
 
4. Fill in the chart to show how Christ is superior to angels. 

Verse Angels Jesus 

Verses 4-5  
(Ps 2:7; 2 Sam 7:14) 

The name angel 
means “messenger” 
 

 

Verse 6 
(Deut.32:43) 
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Verses 7-9 
(Ps. 104:4; 
(Ps. 45:6-7) 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Verses 10-12 
(Ps. 45:6-7 
Ps. 102:25-27) 
 

  

Verses 13-14 
(Ps. 110:1) 

 
 
 
 
 

 

5. What is your concept of angels? Compare it to what is said about the 
position and duties of angels in this chapter.  

 
 
Read Hebrews 2:1-4 
6. What conclusion does the writer draw here from what he has written in 

chapter 1?   
If the old testament law, mediated by angels, was such a big deal, then the gospel of Christ, who is 
superior to the angels, is an even bigger deal. We must pay close attention to it and make sure we 
don’t drift away from it. 
 

7. Describe ways that a person might “drift away” spiritually. What are some 
of the tell-tale signs that someone is drifting away? What can we do to 
ensure that we don’t drift away? 

The logical outcome of the author’s insistence on the superiority of Christ is that it is essential for us to 
hold on to the gospel. Some early Christians were in danger of drifting away, finding their old ways of 
life more attractive.   

8. Was the way you heard the gospel anything like the way these early 
Christians heard it (2:3-4)? 
 
 

In your prayer time pray that you might understand the wonder of the gospel 
you have heard and the seriousness of turning away from it.    
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Notes and Prayer Points 
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Study 2: Hebrews 2:5-18 
In today’s passage, the writer of Hebrews continues with the theme that Jesus 
is superior to celestial beings. He shows us what Jesus has exclusively 
achieved for His people.  
 

1. It has been said “it’s not what you know, it’s who you know”.  
Sometimes we gain access to places or privileges by knowing 
someone special. Can you share an experience like this? 

 
 
 
Read Hebrews 2:5-9 
Here the writer draws on Psalm 8 and its picture of humanity’s place in 
creation. Although some translations say “him” rather than “them”, the psalm is 
speaking about man(kind) in general rather than an individual.  “Son of man” in 
the psalm means “mortal being” (like in Ezekiel). 
 

2. According to the quote from Psalm 8, what position is humanity meant 
to hold in the created world? 

“a little lower than the angels”, “crowned with glory and honour”, “all things under our feet”. This is the 
same idea of us being made “in God’s image” to rule the world on his behalf –Gen 1:26 

3. Looking at Hebrews 2:8-9, what problem is discussed, and what 
solution is pointed out? 

There’s a bit of debate about the end part of verse 8. Some think it means “we do not yet see all things 
in submission to Jesus”, and in a sense this is true. But when we remember the psalm is talking about 
humanity in general, and we notice that verse 9 starts with “But… Jesus”, there is good reason to think 
that v8b is still talking about humankind in general. Humanity, because of sin, is not currently enjoying 
the position of glory and honour that was intended for us – but Jesus, the firstfruits of new humanity, 
is! 

4. How did Jesus reach his current position? (Read also Phil 2:9-11) 
Jesus was created human (v7, v9) and experience all the limitations of being human. Yet because of 
his obedience to the point of suffering (v9) God has exalted him and crowned as King (v9) and given 
him glory and honor.  

5. How does this connect to the previous discussion about angels? 
Verse 5 – it’s not angels who were given the honour of ruling the creation but humans; Jesus is the 
one who fulfills this human calling; he’s ruling in a way that the angels. Even if humans were made “a 
little lower than the angels”, they were still appointed a position of authority that the angels didn’t. 
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Read Hebrews 2:10-13 
Jesus is described as the “pioneer” of [our] salvation. This emphasises that 
Jesus paved the way for those who follow him to share in his Glory. 
 

6. What did Jesus achieve for humankind?  
Our sin separates us from God. For those who trust in Jesus (v13), Jesus takes away our sins through 
his suffering (i.e. death on the cross) so that we are made holy (v11a). As a result, we now have a new 
close relationship with God and are considered children of God (v10, v13), Jesus brothers/sisters 
(v11b, v12) and part of God’s family (v11a).  As a result, we are free from power of the devil and the 
consequences of sin which is eternal death (v14). However, the implication is that those who do not 
trust in Jesus do not receive these gifts. 
 

Read Hebrews 2:14-18 
Back in v10 Jesus was described as being “perfected through what He 
suffered”. But we know from Hebrews 4:16 that Jesus “did not sin”. What is in 
view here is not Jesus’ perfected morality, but rather that he has become a 
better saviour through his humanity and suffering. 
 

7. Why was it necessary for Jesus to be made human in every way?  
All humans are sinful and are under God’s judgement. Jesus had to be human so that he could pay 
the consequences (i.e. atone for, v17) for human sin. Jesus could pay for sin because he was sinless 
and was undeserving of God’s judgment. He was punished not for his sin but ours.    

 
8. How is Jesus better able to help us through his humanity and 

suffering? 
Because Jesus was human he understands our experience. He is able to sympathise and is merciful 
and faithful (v17). He understands what it’s like to be tempted (though he himself was did not sin) and 
is able to help us (v18). 

 
Prayer & Reflection 
C. S. Lewis said it well: "The Son of God became a man that men might 
become sons of God." God became a man so that you might become God's 
child. Now that is something worth celebrating. Take the time to praise God for 
what God has done and will do for us in Jesus. Ask him to help us in a world 
which is still in disorder and rebellion. 
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Notes & Prayer Points 
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Study 3: Hebrews 3:1-19  
At this point in the letter the author makes another pastoral exhortation similar 
to the one we have already read at 2:1-4. At that point, the readers were urged 
to give their careful obedience to the gospel of God; now they are being 
urged to give attention to Jesus, the apostle and High Priest who they confess. 
The writer goes on to show that Jesus is superior to the man Moses whom the 
Jews considered to have had a unique relationship with God. 
 

Read Hebrews 3:1-6 
 

1. a. Note how the readers are described. What does this tell you about 
them? 
  
 
 
b. What are the readers called on to do? 

 
 
 
 

2. In verse 1 Jesus is labelled as “apostle” and “High Priest”. What do 
these labels show us about him?  

Note that this is the only time in the Bible that the word apostle (“sent one”) is used to refer to Christ. 
But the idea of Jesus being sent by God is frequent, especially in John’s gospel. See John 5:23; 7:33; 
17:3, 8 & 21& 20:21 
The terminology of Apostle & High Priest was familiar to the Jews who recognised Moses as God’s 
ambassador to the people and Aaron as man’s representative before God. 

3. How is Jesus like Moses, yet far greater? See verses 3-6 and Hebrews 
1:1-2 & 8-12 and also Exodus 3:1-10. 
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4. What can we do to ensure we fix our thoughts on Jesus, our 
confidence and our hope? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Read Hebrews 3:7-19   
Moses was faithful but not all those who left Egypt with him followed his 
example or believed his testimony. Christ, who is far superior to Moses, was 
also faithful, but many of his followers were not. 
 

5. According to the author of Hebrews, who wrote Psalm 95?  What do 
you make of this? 
 

 
 

6. How does this quote from Psalm 95 reinforce the warning given in 
verse 6? 

Psalm 95 was regularly used in first century synagogue worship each Sabbath. It unites ‘worship’ and 
‘loyalty’ two inseparable ideas. Worship must be expressed in action as well as in language – 
attentiveness and obedience. 

 
 

7.       a. In verses 12 – 15 how does the author suggest that the perils of   
           Psalm 95 can be avoided? 
 
 
 
 

b. In what practical ways can we encourage one another? 
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8. In the final paragraph the author again emphasises the importance of 

the warning given in verse 6.  
a. What point is being made by the series of questions in verses 

16-18? (Refer also to Numbers 14:1-4 & 26-30) 
 
 
 
 

b. What conclusion is drawn in verse 19? 
 
 
 
 
 

9.  a.  As an antidote to the warnings given here, what does the 
author suggest in verses 7 & 15 that we should do? 

 
 
 
 
 

b. How can act on this exhortation individually and also support one 
another in  this choice? 
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Notes & Prayer Points 
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Study 4: Hebrews 4:1-13 
Here the writer continues with the idea of “entering into rest” from Psalm 95 
and shows how Christ offers true rest. 
 
Read Hebrews 4:1-10. 
 

1. What different types of “rest” are mentioned here?  What different time 
periods are in view?  (See 3:8-11; 4:1-5; 4:8-11; Rev. 14:13). 

The Israelites in the desert, God’s rest after creation, Joshua entering the promised land, God’s rest 
for us in the future. 

 
 

2.  As the writer continues to comment on the application of the warning 
and judgements of Psalm 95:7-11, what does he mean by his rest in 
verse 1? What did God rest from? 

  After God created the world he rested (Gen 2:1-3). Adam and Eve shared in it but lost it when they 
rebelled against him.  God’s people had the chance of sharing in God’s rest again in the land of 
Canaan but they rebelled against God in the desert. The true rest promised by God belongs to the 
future. The rest is not the land of Canaan but the true rest is spiritual and obtained by faith.  

 
3. The children of Israel didn’t enter the promised land because of their 

unbelief (3:9). And Joshua did not give them rest either. What is this 
future rest? (See also Heb. 11:13-16; Rev. 14:12-13). 

 
 
 
 

4. According to verse 10, what does entering God’s rest mean for the 
Christian believer? How does resting fit with the injunction to “make 
every effort”? (v.11) See also Eph. 2:8-10.   

As God rested from his work of creation, the Christian believers cease their efforts to gain salvation by 
their own works and rest in the finished work of Christ on the cross. Our ultimate rest is in heaven but 
we have to persevere in faith to enter it.  

 
Read Hebrews 4:11-13. 
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5. What do verses 12-13 say about the power of God’s word, and about 
the power of God himself? What’s the connection between the two? 

“Spirit and soul are virtually identical, and Hebrews uses the terms for the inner person (6:19; 10:38; 
12:3). The result of this penetrating power of God’s word is that it is able to probe the inmost recesses 
of our being and bring the subconscious motives to light…  Here in Hebrews there is a close 
connection between God and his word: to be exposed to the word of Scripture is to be examined fully 
by God himself, and therefore to be answerable to him. 
– Peter O’Brien, Pillar New Testament Commentary, Hebrews.  

 
6. How do verses 12-13 relate to the exhortation in verse 11? 

 
 
 
 
 

7. Give an example, from history, or your own life, that God’s word is 
active, and when taken it seriously things will change.  

 
 
 
 
 

8. What do you think is the main message of this section of Hebrews?  
(See 4:1 and 4:11). How does it apply to your life today?  
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Notes & Prayer Points 
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Study 5: Hebrews 4:14 – 5:10  
The author here begins a long discussion of the superior priesthood of Christ. 
Previously, the ultimate destiny of Christians was compared to the promised 
land but now it is pictured as entering “the inner sanctuary” of the Old 
Testament tabernacle/temple (Heb. 6:19). Jesus is pictured as the high priest 
who leads us into that inner sanctuary. As the Aaronic high priest passed from 
the sight of the people into the Most Holy Place (Lev. 16:15,17), so Jesus 
passed from the sight of his disciples, and ascended into heaven, his work of 
atonement accomplished (Acts 1:9-11).  
   
 Read Hebrews 4:14-5:10. 

1. In this passage what similarities can you see between Old Testament 
priests and Jesus? 

Both are able to sympathize with weakness; both have been tempted; both  represent people to God; 
both called by God 

 
 
 
 

2. What differences can you see between the Old Testament priests and 
Jesus?  

Jesus was sinless; he was not selected by men. A human priest offers sacrifices to God for the sins of 
the people as well as his own sins. Jesus does not. 
Note that we’ll discuss “in the order of Melchizadek” in an upcoming study – don’t delve into that rabbit 
hole just yet! 

 
 
 
 

3. In what sense did Jesus have to “learn obedience” and be “made 
perfect” (5:8-9)?   (See Luke 22:39-46 and Heb. 2:10) 

Jesus was “made perfect”- made complete - through his suffering – his temptation in the desert and 
his ordeal on the cross. Jesus was never disobedient to his Father, but he had to obey him now to an 
extent he had never experienced before. The temptations were real and the battle for victory was 
difficult. Jesus resisted the temptations and won the victory, thus completing his work of redemption 
for us.  
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4. What was the result of the Son’s willing obedience to his Father? 

 
 
 
 
 

5. What does the writer ask his readers to do in verses 14 and 16? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6. How does Jesus being our great high priest give us confidence in 
approaching God? (4:14-16 and 6:19-20).  

 
 
 
 
 
 

7. How did Jesus deal with his suffering? Can his example help us in our 
suffering?  

 
 
 
 
 
 

8. When you are tempted, what difference does it make to know that 
Jesus was also tempted and therefore sympathises with your 
weakness?  
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Notes & Prayer Points 
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Study 6: Hebrews 5:11 – 6:20  
In this passage, the writer wants to progress beyond “elementary teachings”. 
What results is perhaps one of the more difficult to understand passages in the 
Bible. It’s sure to raise questions and stimulate debate about what it means to 
“fall away” and be a genuine Christian. Fasten your seatbelts and let’s dive in!   
 

1. Have you ever met someone who at first seemed to accept Jesus, but 
later turned away? What do you think went wrong?  

 
 
 
 
Read Hebrews 5:11-6:3 
 

2. What distinguishes those who are mature in the faith from those who are 
not? 

In the bible, the word of God (or truth about God) is sometimes described as food because by it we 
gain eternal life and can grow as a Christian. In these verses, the writer distinguishes more 
foundational/elementary teachings (i.e. milk, v12) presumably for new born Christians with other more 
difficult/advanced teachings (i.e. solid food) which are suitable for the mature (v14). 
The elementary/foundations include teachings about how become a Christian (repentance from sin, 
faith in God, baptism) and related truths (death because of sin, judgement for sin, eternal life) (v1-2). 
 
The mature Christians are attentive to the truth (v 11) and have “trained” themselves to know what 
pleases God (v14). They have presumably, learnt to put the truth into action! 

Read Hebrews 6:4-12 
 

3. In the scenario pictured here, what are the characteristics of those who 
have “fallen away”? 

They appear to have at least in part experienced the Holy Spirit (v4), the goodness of the word of God 
(v5).  
 

4. What is the ultimate outcome for these people? 
It appears unable to repent (v6) and receive Jesus death for their sin (v6).  They are described as 
“worthless” (v8) and destined to be “burned”. They appear to be destined for condemnation and 
eternal judgement. It’s not a pretty picture. 
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5. Do you think those who have “fallen away” could have been true 
Christians? Why or why not? (Consider Romans 8:1, 8:38-39, Eph 2:8-9) 

This is a tricky area so don’t panic if you can’t solve it comprehensively! 
 
The idea that the people pictured here are genuine Christians is problematic because if a true 
Christian can lose their salvation by falling away, then salvation is based on what we do – on our 
power to persevere. Yet the bible is clear that salvation is not by works. Our salvation is exclusively 
based on Jesus work, and it is on this basis alone that we have assurance of salvation. 
 
Some suggest that the people pictured here were not genuine Christians to begin with, but the 
description in verses 4-5 doesn’t really sound like someone who is only superficially converted. 
 
It seems that the scenario here may be hypothetical – that at the end of the day the number of real 
people who follow this path is zero.  On this view, this story serves as a warning that God uses to help 
his people persevere. 
 
All through the Bible, we see that genuine human agency is compatible with God’s sovereignty.  
Christians must actively persevere in faith to be saved in the end, but God is also actively preserving 
those he has chosen.  

6. What does the writer want his readers (and us) to do? 
The wants us not be like those who turn away, but to rather to imitate those who preserve in faith 
(v10), to be diligent (v12a) and to be patient (v12b) until we receive what God has promised. 
 

 
Read Hebrews 5:13-16 
 

7. What is unchangeable?  
It is impossible for God to lie (v18). As a result, God’s purposes (v17) expressed in his promises (v13) 
are unchangeable. God’s promises are fulfilled in Christ. 
 

 
8. How does this assurance affect us? 

It greatly encourages us (v18) to persevere in our hope in Christ, knowing with full assurance that we 
will receive what God has promised. This knowledge is described as an “anchor for the soul”, in other 
words something that steadies us in the storms of life and stops us drifting away. 

 
Prayer and Reflection 
Pray for those who once seemed interested in Jesus but now appear to have 
turned away.  Pray for each other that we will continue to trust in Jesus in all 
circumstances, in full assurance of the salvation that he provides. 
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Notes & Prayer Points 
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Study 7: Hebrews 7:1 – 8:13 
Opening Question 
 

1. Tell us about a time when you hired someone to do an important job 
for you that ultimately let you down. 

 
 
In today’s passage the author of Hebrews speaks at length about someone 
called Melchizedek.  Melchiza who? This obscure Old Testament character was 
previously mentioned in Hebrews 5:6 when the writer quoted from Psalm 110.   
Read Genesis 14:17-20 for the original story of Melchizedek. 
 

2. What do you notice here about this character Melchizedek? Who is he, 
and what does he do? 

He’s king of salem, not part of Abraham’s family therefore not part of the chosen people, yet a “priest 
of God most high” who blesses Abraham. 
This passage, and Psalm 110, are the only mentions of Melchizedek in the whole OT. He’s mysterious 
character, and as we’ll see the writer of Hebrews uses this obscurity to make a point. 

Read Hebrews 7:1-10 
 

3. What does the writer point about Melchizedek? What is unusual about 
him? 

Melchizedek was both a King and a priest (v1). Holding both roles was extremely unusual, in fact there 
is no other reference to such a dual role in the Old Testament. This meant that he had the authority to 
rule his people, but also to intercede for them before God. The reference to “Salem” (v2) may be an 
ancient reference to “Jerusalem”.  
 
Melchizedek is described as “great” (v4)! In fact, he is considered greater than Abraham as evidence 
by Abraham giving him gifts. For the Jews that’s an especially big deal since Abraham was their 
forefather and recipient of God’s promises. Accordingly, his priesthood is greater than the leviticul 
priests, who were descendants of Abraham.  

 
Read Hebrews 7:11-22 
In the Old Testament the Levitical priests played a central role of interceding 
for the people by offering sacrifices for sins. In verse 17, this writer quotes 
Psalm 110:4, where King David describes that God has promised to establish 
another “eternal” priesthood in the order of Melchizedek. 
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4. Compare and contrast the priesthoods of Melchizedek and Levi by 
filling in the following table: 

 

  Levitical Order Melchizedek Order 

Descended from?   

Tribe of?   

Basis for passing on?   

Upholding the law of?   

Duration of?   
Supported by an Oath?  
(i.e. God’s promise) 

  

 
5. According to Hebrews, why was a change of priesthood required? 

The Levitical priesthood could not achieve perfection (v11). The laws which it upheld are described as 
“week and useless” because they were unable to deal with the problem of sin which separates us from 
God. A “better hope” was required so that we can “draw near to God” (v19). 

 
Read Hebrews 7:23-28 
Jesus is the promised priest in the order of Melchizedek (v22). He fulfils God’s 
promise of an eternal king and priest. 
 

6. In what way is Jesus a superior priest to others?  
Other priests are mortal (v23). Jesus is an eternal King and Priest (v24) so can intercede for his 
people eternally (v25). 
 
All human priests are prone to sin (v27) and weak (v28). Yet Jesus is completely blameless, pure and 
holy (v26a). His position extends beyond this earth into the heavens (v26b). 
 
The sacrifices offered by other priests cannot take away sin and so need to be repeated (v27). But 
Jesus sacrifice was offered once and for all (v27).  

7. What is the result of accepting Jesus as our priest and king? 
Jesus is the perfect and eternal priest that is able to save us completely (v25). Through him we have a 
sure hope by which we can draw near to God (v19) 
 

 
Prayer and Reflection 
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Praise God that Jesus will never let us down. Thank God for sending Jesus to 
be our eternal priest and King.  Pray for your friends and family that don’t know 
Jesus, that they will come to realise who Jesus is and what God has done 
through him. 
 

Notes & Prayer Points 
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Study 8: Hebrews 9:1-28  
The covenant idea lies at the root of all Jewish religious thought. In Hebrews 
7:22 the covenant theme was first introduced when Jesus was described as the 
’surety’ or ‘guarantor’ of a better covenant. The Old Covenant is here seen as a 
shadow of the New Covenant.  
 

Read Hebrews 9:1-10 
 

1. This passage summarises the regulations for worship under the old 
covenant, including what was to happen on the Day of Atonement 
(described in detail in Leviticus 16). 
a. Draw and name the two rooms of the Tabernacle and itemise what 

was in each one. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

b. What was the role of the priests in the Tabernacle? 
 
 
 

c. What were the limitations of this system of worship? 
 
 
 
 
Read Hebrews 9:11-15 
 

2. When did the time of the “new order” mentioned in verse 10 arrive? 
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3. List what you observe in verses 6-14 about the services and sacrifice of 

the first covenant and the service and sacrifice of Christ. 

First Covenant Christ 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  
 

4. What practical difference does it make that Christ ‘cleanses our 
conscience’ (v.14)? (See also Hebrews 8:10) 

 
 
 
 
Read Hebrews 9:16-22 
We have already seen in this letter that in his persuasive exposition of the 
eternal and unrepeatable work of Christ, the author has been using a series of 
vivid word pictures to impress upon the readers the message about the ‘better’ 
things of the gospel. In this section the author uses legal and Biblical 
illustrations to emphasise the superiority of Christ and the benefits of the new 
covenant. 
 

5. How does the author’s illustration of the ratification of a will (v.16) help 
us better understand the concept that the second covenant differs 
from the first? 
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6. Why is the shedding of blood for the forgiveness of sins so necessary? 
Compare v.22 with Matthew 26:28. 

 
 
 
 
 
Read Hebrews 9:23-28 
 

7.  a.    Explain the significance of where and how often Jesus Christ  
              offered his sacrifice for the salvation of sinners? 
 
 
 
   b.   What is the point made by the final contrast in verses 27-28 

         between the death of all other people and the death of Christ?  
         (See Mark 10:45) 

 
 
 
 

8. In the light of what you have been reading, how would you respond to 
an enquirer who asks you – 

a. Why do I need to come to God through Jesus?      
 
 
Or 
 
 

b. How can I be assured that my sins will be forgiven if I become a 
Christian? 
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Notes & Prayer Points 
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Study 9: Hebrews 10:1-25 
This passage continues a discussion of the marvel of Christ’s perfect sacrifice, 
contrasting the shadow with the real way to God and goes on to practical 
exhortations about taking advantage of our privileges, and about 
perseverance in knowing God.  
 

Read Hebrews 10:1-18 
 

1. Explain why the sacrifices of the Old Testament tabernacle were 
inadequate 

 

 

 

2. What did Christ say about his coming into this world? 
 

 

 
3. How does the quotation from Psalm 40:6-8 indicate what God really 

wants? 

 

 

 

 

4. How does the sacrificial system prepare us to understand the death of 
Christ? 
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5. Note the phrases that emphasise the adequacy and finality of Christ’s 
sacrifice and contrast this with the “priestly treadmill” 

 

 

 

6. What encouragement do you find in the testimony of the Holy Spirit in 
verses 16-17? 

 

 

 

 

Read Hebrews 10:19-25 

7.  List the reasons given for drawing near to God. 

 

 

 

8. What should be our attitude in drawing near to God? 

 

 

 

9. Because Christ has made possible certain privileges - 
a. List three things believers are urged to do 

 

 

b. Discuss what each of these might look like in the life of our 
church. 

 

 


