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Dear leaders, 

Welcome to our final season in the book of Genesis. 

Some of these studies cover several chapters of text, and you’ll need to manage your time with 
the group carefully.  If you’re following after the sermons, you might choose to focus on the 
passages that the sermon didn’t cover.  Or vice versa, if you think there is valuable sermon 
follow-up discussion to be had.  This study guide will cover the whole text to give you options, 
but don’t expect to always be able to cover all the questions.  It’s OK to sometimes just read a 
passage aloud without stopping for substantial discussion of it. 

As always, these leaders notes are to help you guide the group discussion.  They don’t 
necessarily give “the one correct answer” which the group has to guess!   

We hope these studies help you and your groups to appreciate afresh the God who keeps his 
promises in unexpected ways. 

Tom Barrett, Christine Olliffe and Jeanette Swan 
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Study 1: Genesis 37  
Welcome back to the world of Genesis and the early generations of God’s 
people we began looking at in 2018.  The major characters in Genesis 37-50 
are the sons of Jacob so we’ll begin by re-acquainting ourselves with this family. 

Read Genesis 35:9-12 

1. What important information do we learn here about Jacob? 
Make sure everyone notices: 
Jacob = Israel (he will be referred to by both names from here on) 
Promises to Abraham re-stated to Jacob: Great nation and land.  Also: a reference to kings. 
 

 

Read Genesis 35:21-26 

2. What is notable about this family tree? 
The saga of the birth of the first 11 sons is in Genesis 29:31ff. 

After looking at this text for themselves, you can point out the family tree diagram at the end of 
this book! 
 

 

Read Genesis 37:1-4 

3. What do you notice about: 
a. Jacob/Israel 

 
 

b. Joseph 
 
 

c. The brothers 
If it comes up:  V2 may indicate that Leah’s sons are not involved in the conflict yet.  But by 
v4 it seems to be all the brothers who hate him. 
 

  

 4 

Read Genesis 37:5-11 

4. What idea do the two dreams have in common? 
If it comes up:  In v10 Jacob refers to “your mother”. Joseph’s biological mother Rachel was 
dead by this point (35:19) so this is likely a reference to Leah, the “mother figure” in the clan. 
 
 

5. How do the family relationships develop? 
 

 

Read Genesis 37:12-30 

6. Two of Joseph’s brothers are mentioned specifically here.  Which ones 
are they?  What do they do?  What are their motives? 

a.      
Reuben – the firstborn – seems driven by concern for his father Jacob (v22b).  He talks the 
others out of killing Joseph immediately, instead suggests throwing him into the cistern alive 
with the hope of rescuing him later. “Don’t shed any blood” (v22) – does he have a sense that 
God will hold him (as firstborn) accountable for the shedding of blood (Gen 9:5b) especially of 
a brother (Gen 4:10)? He seems genuinely grieved when Joseph is later gone (v29) 

b.      
Judah seems driven by profit.  He asks (v26) “what will we gain/profit if we kill our brother” and 
instead recommends a way to make a financial profit by selling Joseph as a slave.  He 
presents it as a mercy “after all he is our brother, our own flesh and blood” but really it is the 
more profitable plan! 

Read Genesis 37:31-36 

7. If you did our previous series of Genesis studies, can you remember an 
earlier scene where a father was deceived?  How does this scene 
compare and relate?  (Hint: see Genesis 27:7-10) 

Note the use of a goat to enact the deception in both cases – probably a detail the narrator is 
using to highlight the connection. What Jacob did to his father, his sons are now doing to him. 
A dysfunction passed down the generations. 

8. All Jacob’s “sons and daughters” (likely daughters-in-law) came to 
comfort him.  As readers, what do we know that Jacob doesn’t?  
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Consider the chapter as a whole 

9. Via his two dreams, God has promised Joseph greatness. But 
immediately after this, Joseph experiences hostility, rejection, violence 
and slavery.   

a. What does this suggest about God’s path to greatness?   
 
 
 

b. How is this pattern reflected later in the Bible?   
Ultimately in Jesus, who went all the way to the grave before being raised in glory. 

Also David who suffered before taking his throne 
 
 
 

c. How does it apply to us? 
Eg Rom 8:17 
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Notes & Prayer Points 
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Study 2: Genesis 38 
Warning: Adult scenes ahead!  In this chapter the Joseph story is paused while 
we hear more about the life of his brother Judah.  Because the first-born 
Reuben (35.21-22) and second- and third-born Simeon and Levi (34) have 
displeased their father, Judah as the fourth-born becomes significant in the 
family, and he will have a notable role in the chapters to follow. 

Read Genesis 38:1-11 

“Levirate marriage” was a common practice in the ancient near east.  If a 
married man died without a child his brother was expected to take his wife. 
Children of this marriage legally counted as children of the first husband (see 
Deuteronomy 25:5-10) so his name and land ownership would continue.  This 
practice is distasteful to modern readers!  But for a widow in a male-dominated 
society without social security, children were the key to being looked after in old 
age.  Having children in this way would have been considered preferable to 
being childless and destitute.  

1. In the previous generations, it was considered very important for 
Abraham’s family not to intermarry with the Canaanites (ch24). What 
does Judah leaving his brothers and marrying a Canaanite suggest 
about his spiritual state? 
 
 

2. Draw a family tree with Judah at the top. Put a cross on the characters 
who are dead by verse 10. 
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3. Look at verse 8.  What is the reason given for Onan to sleep with 
Tamar? 
 
 

4. Look at verse 9.  What is Onan’s motivation for his behaviour? 
“to keep from providing offspring for his brother” because he “knew that the child would not be 
his”.  Onan didn’t want his DNA to be used to propagate his brother’s heritage. The narrator 
emphasizes Onan’s motivation and intentions, indicating that it was this denial of family duty 
that was “wicked in the Lord’s sight”.  Over the centuries some have referred to this story in 
debates about the morality of contraception or masturbation, but a careful reading suggests the 
passage is not intended to comment on those topics.  

5. Tamar is entitled to have the third brother, Shelah, take her as his wife. 
Why does Judah refuse?  

Wants to preserve his son!  We may think that Tamar is better off in her father’s household! 
But she wouldn’t have seen it this way. She couldn’t inherit her father’s land, and without 
children old age would bring poverty for her. 

Read Genesis 38:12-19 

6. What do you make of Tamar’s actions here? 
It’s notable that in the law of the neighbouring Hittites, the widow’s father-in-law (Judah in this 
case) had the responsibility to take her as his wife and provide children. So in one sense 
Tamar is taking what is owed to her – but perhaps not by admirable means… 

7. What do you make of Judah’s actions here? 
 
 

Read Genesis 38:20-26 

8. At what points does Judah declare a verdict about Tamar?  What are 
they? 

 
 

9. What does his final verdict say about him? 
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Read Genesis 38:27-30 

10. Can you recognise any familiar themes from the previous chapters of 
Genesis? 

 

11. Add to the family tree you drew earlier. 

 

Consider the story as a whole 

12. This chapter records the origin of the tribe of Judah – the tribe which 
later produced both king David and King Jesus (see Ruth 4:18-22, 
Matthew 1:1-17).   

a. What do we learn here about God using people to achieve his 
purposes?  

God is at work despite, and through, human sin and mess.  The genealogy of Matthew 1 
highlights this repeatedly.     
 

b. How does this affect your view of your place in God’s purposes? 

 10 

Study 3: Genesis 39 
Read Genesis 39:1-10 

1. According to the narrator, what is the cause of Joseph’s success? 
 
 
 

2. What reasons does Joseph give for not sleeping with Potiphar’s wife? 
 
 
 

3. How could this function as a model for our thinking about sin? 
 
 
 

Read Genesis 39:11-20a 

4. Joseph has been faithful to God and to his boss.  What is the result of 
his faithfulness? 
 
 
 

5. What lessons are there for us in this? 
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Read Genesis 39:20b-23 

6. Plot Joseph’s experiences in this chapter on the following graph 

 
7. According to the narrator, what is the cause of Joseph’s successes? 

 
 
 

A question which hangs over the whole of Genesis is “how will God fulfill the 
promises he made to Abraham?”.  Those promises made to Abraham in Gen 12 
were repeated to his son Isaac and grandson Jacob.   

Read Genesis 26:1-4 (promise to Isaac) and Genesis 28:13-15 (promise to 
Jacob). 

8. How does chapter 37 show us God keeping these promises? 
Note how the narrator’s repeated comment that God was “with” Joseph links back to the 
promise “I will be with you”. 

Blessing to the nations – Potiphar is blessed by the Lord because of Joseph. 

Of course many aspects of the promise are yet to be fulfilled at this point. 
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Notes & Prayer Points 
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Study 4: Genesis 39:20b – 40:23  
Warmer question 

1. How do you react when you are poorly treated? Can you think of a time 
when you were treated unfairly? Share this with the group.  
 
 

Read Gen. 39:20b-23 

1. Joseph is in prison in Egypt, in the prison where the King’s prisoners 
were kept. Recall the reason for this by glancing back over chapter 39.  

Ask one person to summarize the incident between Joseph and Potiphar’s wife (Gen. 39:1-20). 
 
  

2. Try to imagine how Joseph was feeling and behaving in prison. Did this 
affect the way the prison warden treated him?  Was this surprising? 
 
 
 

Read Gen. 40:1-15 

3. The King’s butler (cup-bearer) and baker are both in prison with Joseph 
and both have dreams. What were the tasks of these men in Pharoah’s 
household? 

Both were important officials in Pharoah’s household. The butler served the king’s wine and 
the baker made his bread. If the king was unwell either could be accused of poisoning him. 

  

4. Describe the dream of the butler and its interpretation.  
Interpreters of dreams were a part of Middle Eastern culture. Egyptian wise men had dream 
manuals to help them interpret dreams, but notice that here (v. 8b) that Joseph depends 
entirely on God.  
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5. African and Asian Christians believe that God speaks through dreams 
today. But dreams need to be tested by truths taught in Scripture (Deut. 
13:1-5; Dan. 2:28). Have you ever had dreams that were significant in 
your life?  Did you test them by God’s Word? 
 

 

 

Read Gen. 40:16-23 

6. Describe the dream of the baker and its interpretation by Joseph. What 
eventually happened to all three men?   

 
 

 

7. What do you think how Joseph is feeling when the butler forgets to tell 
Pharoah about him? What impresses you about Joseph in the light of 
these disappointments? Compare Gen. 37:24 with 40:15.   

Joseph’s long wait for God to answer his prayers was a great test of his patience and faith. But 
God was preparing him for future leadership. Think of others in the bible who had to wait – 
Abraham and Sarah for the birth of Isaac, Moses in exile in the desert, David escaping from 
Saul and Paul in Arabia.  

 

 
 

8. Read James 1:2-4.  How do these verses help you if you are waiting for 
God to answer your prayers as you go through a time of hardship and 
difficulty? 
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Notes & Prayer Points 
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Study 5: Genesis 41 
Warmer question 

1. Have you even experienced a famine?  If you haven’t try to imagine 
what it would be like. How does it affect the people going through it? 
 
 

Read Gen 41:1-40 

2. What were Pharoah’s dreams and why did they trouble him?  
Note: Cattle often stood up to their necks in the River Nile to give them relief from the heat and 
biting insects. Famines in Egypt were rare because of the regular flooding of the Nile so this 
seven-year famine was very unusual and people would not be prepared for it. 
 

3. How did Joseph get the opportunity to interpret Pharaoh’s dreams? 

 

 

4. What is impressive about the way Joseph handles this rapid rise from 
prisoner to king’s advisor? 

He attributes everything to God (41: 16, 28 and 38).  

 

 

5. What do Joseph’s interpretation of the dreams and his proposal 
demonstrate (41:17-36)? 
 

 

Read Gen 41:41-57 

6. How did Pharoah equip Joseph for the massive task ahead of him? 
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7. Why do you think Joseph accepted a new (Egyptian) name and agreed 
to marry the daughter of Potiphera, priest of On? 

He had no choice. This all came with the job.  On was located 10 miles southeast of modern 
Cairo. It was called Heliopolis by the Greeks and an important city for the worship of Ra, the 
sun god.  

 

8. Describe how Joseph, now 30 years old, fulfilled his duties as second in 
command of the land of Egypt. 

“All the world” in 41:57 means all the then known world, ie, The Middle East.  

 
 

9. What do the names of Joseph’s two sons tell us about the way he 
compared his present situation with his previous sufferings? Compare 
what Paul wrote about forgetting the past and pressing on with God’s 
plan (Phil.3:13). 

Joseph did not allow the hurts of the past to linger in his memory and make him bitter.  He was 
able to press on with his new life and rejoice in all that God had done for him. 

 
 

10. Perhaps you would like to share with your group a way that God has 
blessed you after a period of difficulty or suffering and given you hope 
for the future.   
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Notes & Prayer Points 
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Study 6: Genesis 42  
Warmer question 

1. Can you think of a time when external pressures have exacerbated 
interpersonal tensions in your family?  Or in a workplace or other group 
of people?  

 
 

Read Genesis 42:1-17 

2. Ask one of your group to review the story of Joseph having dreams, 
being thrown into the cistern by his brothers and taken down to Egypt by 
the Midianites (Gen. 37). 

 
 

3. Summarise the events which lead to the brothers being taken into 
Joseph’s presence in Egypt.  How does this fulfil the dreams he had as a 
teenager? (Gen. 37:5-11). 

 

 

4. Why do you think Joseph accused his brothers of being spies? 
The inference is that they were spies reconnoitering for military purposes.  

 

 

Read Genesis 42:18-28 

5. How do the brothers recognize that their previous sin of sending Joseph 
to Egypt has now caught up with them? How do they feel about that act 
now? (42:21). 
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6. How does Joseph ensure that the brothers will return to Egypt? What 
happens as they return home? 
 
 

 

Read Genesis 42:29-38 

7. How do you think Jacob felt when the brothers arrive back in Canaan, 
find money in their sacks and tell their father they have to take Benjamin 
back to Egypt?  
 
 
 

8. How does Reuben try to placate the situation? 
 
 
 

9. “If it had not been for this famine the brothers would not have known 
how much they loved their father” (Baldwin).  Do you agree with this 
statement? 

Get the group to discuss the different actions taken by the brothers and by Joseph.  

 
 

10. As we try to build up godly families in our homes how can some of the 
lessons learned from the story of Joseph help us? Think about the 
actions of the brothers and the effect this had on their old father, Jacob. 
What can we do to promote godly relationships in our families?  
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Notes & Prayer Points 
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Study 7: Genesis 43-45 
The famine has now become very severe in Canaan and Jacob’s family again 
find they need more food. So, they make careful preparations for this second 
journey to Egypt. Israel (Jacob) sees the whole situation in terms of its effect on 
him. 

Read Genesis 43:1-14 

1. Explain why Israel’s instruction to his sons to return to Egypt and buy 
more food was not welcomed by his sons. 

 

 

2. a. Who has become spokesperson for the brothers? 

 

b. Compare the words of Israel in verse 6 with those of Judah in verses 
8-9. What is revealed about the character of each man in his words? 

 

 

 

3. a. How does Israel try to ameliorate the situation into which he is 
sending his sons? 

 

 

b. What do his words in v.14 indicate about his understanding of God? 
(See also Genesis 17:1-2) 

Jacob did not invoke deity when he first sent his sons to Egypt in 42:2. Now the situation is 
more complex as he weighs up Simeon left in Egypt against the departure and possible loss of 
Benjamin. He uses the title El Shaddai (v.14 God Almighty) which is evocative of God’s 
revelation of himself to Abram in 17:1 and indicates his understanding of God’s purpose for this 
family. His acknowledgment of God’s sovereignty is made clear in his statement of resignation 
(v.14),of  his willingness to accept the worst possible scenario, a statement echoed by Queen 
Esther in Esther 4:16. Jacob believes that only God will make the final decision about 
Benjamin – neither Judah nor the “man (Joseph)” has that authority. 
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Read Genesis 43:15-34 

4. Note the actions of Joseph in verses 16, 27-31 and 34. What can we 
learn from these actions about how Joseph felt about being reunited with 
his brothers? 

 

 

 

5. Note the actions of the brothers in verses 18-22.  

a. How do they regard Joseph?  
 
 

b. How does this compare with their opinion in Genesis 37:1-11? 

 

 

 

6. Note the social hierarchy in verses 32-35. Within this structure, what 
hints does Joseph give to his identity? 

 

 

 

 

 

Read Genesis 44:1-34 

In this narrative of betrayal and arrest, Joseph is at the centre, creating a 
situation in which the conditions were present for another betrayal by the 
brothers with the prize of their liberty being far more compelling than the twenty 
shekels of silver they had received for Joseph from the Ishmaelite traders 
(Genesis 37:12-28)  
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7. Review the narrative of the departure from Egypt. List the elements of 
the scenario Joseph set up to test his brothers. 

 
 

 

8.  How did the brothers respond to the possible loss of Benjamin? 

 

 

 

9. Reflect and discuss:  To what extent are we prepared to learn from, and, 
if possible, make amends for past mistakes? 

 
 
 

The certainty that God’s will, not man’s, was the controlling reality in every event 
shines out as Joseph’s guiding light and the secret of his astonishing lack of 
rancour – see verse 5. 

Read Genesis 45:1-15 

10. a. Describe Joseph’s demeanour at the time when he told his brothers 
his name. 
 
 
b. What was the immediate response of his brothers? 
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11. a. What is Joseph’s understanding of his previous treatment by his 
brothers? 
 
 
 
b. What does he now require his brothers to do for him? 
 
 

12. Reflect and discuss:  Is it always necessary to explicitly state 
forgiveness? 
 
 
 

Read Genesis 45:16-28 

13. How do we know that Joseph was held in high esteem by Pharaoh? 
 
 

14. Describe Jacob’s response to the news about Joseph. 
 
 
 

Summing up: 

15. Throughout his life Joseph saw God at work for good according to His 
purpose. How can we have this attitude when so much around us seems 
so far from what God desires? Consider also Romans 13:1-14 
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Notes & Prayer Points 
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Study 8: Genesis 46-47 
God now sends Jacob and his family to Egypt, assuring him that the promises 
will not be put in jeopardy by this move. This stands in contrast to the prior 
experiences of his chosen people. In a time of famine Abraham had migrated to 
Egypt for the duration of that shortage and had been expelled (Genesis 12:10-
20). Jacob had avoided travelling to Egypt himself, sending his sons to buy food 
(Genesis 42:1-2; 43:1-2). His father Isaac had been forbidden to go to Egypt in 
search of grain (Genesis 26:1-6). 

Read Genesis 46:1-27 

1. God spoke to Israel/Jacob in a vision at night.  
a. Why did he come to Jacob at this time? See also Gen.26:24  

Beersheba is associated with Abraham (Genesis 21:14 & 32-33) and Isaac (Genesis 26:17-
32). Israel/Jacob acknowledged this by stopping at Beersheba to offer sacrifices to “the God of 
his father Isaac”  

 

b. What reassurance did God give to Jacob? 

 

 

 

2. Knowing that God was with him, who else and what else comprised the 
group that left Beersheba with Jacob?  
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Read Genesis 46:28 – 47:12 

Judah is now selected to be the mediator in the forthcoming reunion between 
father and son by way of reparation for his previous lead role in separating 
father and son (Genesis 37:26ff). 

3. Contrast the emotions of Joseph and Jacob at their reunion. 
Joseph again weeps as he has done earlier when seeing his brothers and will do again before 
this story is finished. Jacob expresses a sense of the completion of the purpose of his 
existence – his family is reunited according to God’s plan. Since Gen 37:35 when Jacob 
believes that Joseph is dead, most of his recorded words are to do with his own death – 
Gen.42:38; 45:28 & 46:30 – but after he learns that Joseph is alive the bitterness is replaced 
by a sense of fulfilment and hope. 

Despite Pharaoh’s invitation for Joseph’s family to come and “enjoy the fat of 
the land” (Gen. 45:18) note the careful planning by Joseph to ensure the 
acceptance of his family by Pharaoh. 

4. When the family meet Pharaoh, what does he offer them? 

 

 

 

5. What is most significant in Pharaoh’s meeting with Jacob? 
Jacob’s conversation with Pharaoh is preceded and followed by Jacob blessing him, 
something the sons had not done, but which probably sat more easily coming from the head of 
the family. This is an appropriate response to a man who has blessed this family and enriched 
them. Jacob, the recipient of blessing (Gen. 27 & 28) now becomes the source of blessing. 

 

 

 

 

Read Genesis 47:13-31 

6. Describe the extent of the famine. 
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7. How did Joseph show his business acumen, ensuring wealth for his 
family and for Pharaoh? 

Joseph takes from the people their money v.14, their livestock vv15-17 and eventually their 
farmlands and freedom vv18-21. The result is that former landowners become tenants of the 
Pharaoh, farming the land for him and paying him one fifth of the produce as tax.  Joseph is 
not callous, allowing the people to keep 80% of the harvest and providing them with seed for 
new crops. 

 

8. Despite the benefits that accrued to them, what indications are there that 
God’s people were living in a hostile environment? See also Genesis 
43:32; 44:34 & 47:25. 

 

 

 

Reflect and discuss 

9. a. To what extent are we caught in the mix of prosperity and hostility in 
our society? 

 

 

 

b. How do we balance these competing pressures on our faith? 
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Notes & Prayer Points 
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Study 9: Genesis 48-50 
This study brings us to the end of our series and the end of Genesis.  Genesis 
37-50 has been the “account of Jacob’s family line” (37:2) and in these final 
chapters we see the final words and actions of both Jacob and his favourite son 
Joseph.  With three chapters to cover, we’ll need to spend much of our time 
simply reading and taking it in, with only limited discussion of the details. 

Depending on time available and pace, you might need to skip various questions in this study. 
Make sure you don’t run out of time to discuss the final section of chapter 50, which is the 
culmination of the whole section. 

Read Genesis 48:1-22 

1. In verse 4, Jacob recalls a promise God made to him.   How does this 
set the scene for what he says next?   

He’s been promised that his descendants are going to possess the land of Canaan. He 
believes this promise will be fulfilled. So he’s concerned with how the land will be divided up 
between them. 

“ 

2. What attitude towards God does Jacob display in this section?  Which 
verses reveal it? 
 
 
 

3. Compare Genesis 27:1-10 – another old man with failing sight blessing 
his offspring. What is similar and what is different? 

Cf also God’s prediction in 25:23 – “the elder shall serve the younger”. We’re not told why 
Jacob upsets the ‘normal’ order of things once again. Note that Jacob is entirely unfamiliar with 
his Egyptian grandsons (48:8) so this is not a decision based on worthiness or merit.  Just as 
with Jacob and Esau – “before the twins were born or had done anything good or bad – in 
order that God’s purpose in election might stand: not by works but by him who calls – she was 
told ‘the older will serve the younger (Rom 9:10-12). 

Read Genesis 49:1-28 

Like Isaac’s blessing of his sons back in chapter 27, Jacob’s words here are 
both a prediction (v1) and a declaration (“blessing” v28) of what will come.  His 
speech “is potent as well as informative” (Kidner).   
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4. How is the collection of brothers referred to in verse 28?  How does this 
reveal the significance of the blessings uttered by Jacob? 

These blessings concern the “tribes of Israel” not just the individual brothers.  At various points 
the allotment of tribal regions is foreshadowed (enacted in the book of Joshua). 

5. Complete the table below to compare the length of Jacob’s speech to 
each son, and considering how you would react to such a “blessing”. 

 How many verses How would you feel if 
this was you?   

!"#☹ 

Reuben  
(Cf Gen 35:22) 

  

Simeon and Levi  
(Cf Gen 34:25-26,30) 

  

Judah 
(Cf Rev 5:5) 

  

Zebulun   

Issachar   

Dan   

Gad   

Asher   

Naphtali   

Joseph   

Benjamin   
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6. From the tribe of Judah came the great king David and the greatest king 
Jesus, who in Revelation 5:5 is celebrated as the “Lion of Judah”. How 
does Jesus fulfill what is predicted here for the Judah tribe? 

“The final description of Judah emphasizes his prosperity. The grape vine and the wine made 
from it will be so abundant that he will use it to tether his donkey and wash his clothes. He will 
have dark eyes like wine and teeth that are white like milk. In other words, he will be 
outstandingly handsome.” (Longman) 

7. Joseph, his father’s favourite son, receives a long blessing in verses 22-
26 including that he will be “prince among his brothers”. In the end, who  
will be greater: Joseph or Judah? 

“This reference looks back on Joseph’s two initial dreams (37:5 – 11), where he saw himself 
as dominant among his brothers. It also looks forward to the time that the Joseph tribes 
(particularly Ephraim) will dominate the northern kingdom from 931 – 722 BC… That said, 
Judah’s dominance (anticipated in vv. 8 – 12) will exceed that of the Joseph tribes since the 
Davidic dynasty will emerge from that tribe”. (Longman) 

Read Genesis 49:29 – 50:14 

8. Consider what Jacob has said earlier about the land of Canaan.  He is 
not just concerned with being buried alongside his relatives. What else 
would be on his mind? 

He wants to be buried in the promised land because he is confident that God will 
fulfill that promise to his descendants.  “The text alludes to Genesis 23 in which the 
purchased and legally secured plot functions as an earnest of the land yet to be given (cf. 
25:7–11; 35:27–28). While our text appears simply to specify the proper land, reference to this 
inalienable property right is also a reference to the promise. It is as though the dying Jacob 
wishes to go ahead to be on hand in the land when it is fully given.” (Brueggemann) 

Jacob, “[t]he one who had kicked his way out of the womb (25:22–26) and 
“conned” his way into God’s promise (25:29–34; 27:22–29) is at rest in the plot 
of promise and is honored even by the empire. In an understated way, the 
narrative speaks of a complete inversion. The “last one,” the one desperately 
hungry and grieving and so often hopeless, has become the “first one,” honored 
in his death even by the Pharaoh.” – Walter Brueggemann 

Read Genesis 50:15-21 

Joseph had told his brothers back in Genesis 45:5 “do not be distressed and do 
not be angry with yourselves for selling me here, because it was to save lives 
that God sent me ahead of you”.  But now with Jacob gone, they are worried 
afresh and resort to inventing commands from Jacob to protect themselves. 
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9. Why do you think Joseph wept when he received their message (v17)? 
We’re not told. Is it because they still suspected him of harbouring resentment despite what he 
said in chapter 45? 

10. What empowers Joseph to forgive his brothers and treat them kindly? 
• He realizes that he is not God and in the end judging his brothers is not his 

peroagative. Cf Rom 12:14-20. 

• He realizes that God has been at work for good even through the actions the brothers 
intended for evil.  Cf Rom 8:28 

o It might be worth exploring how God’s over-arching plan for good doesn’t 
mean the evil actions cease to be evil.  But it means evil won’t have the last 
word, and knowing that empowers believers to act with mercy towards 
evildoers. 

11. How does the story of Jesus illustrate the principle of verse 20? 
You could take the group to Acts 2:22-24.  The preaching in Acts consistently speaks of Jesus’ 
crucifixion as an act of wickedness while pointing out its place in God’s plan of salvation.   

Further parallels can also be noted.  Joseph, by reporting his dreams in ch37, had made a 
claim to greatness. Jesus, likewise, made claims to great authority during his teaching.  The 
brothers’ hostile reaction to Joseph’s claim caused Joseph’s suffering but also led to his 
exaltation. His suffering and exaltation then brought about the salvation of his brothers and 
many others.  Likewise for Jesus. 

12. How can these insights help us to respond with forgiveness when we are 
wronged? 
 
 

Read Genesis 50:22-26 

13. Why is Joseph so insistent that he not be buried in Egypt? 
 
 

14. Joseph had confidence that God would continue to fulfill his promises 
after his death.  What would it look like for us to do the same? 
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