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Introduction to Colossians 

If you’ve done the Colossians overview study, you can skip this page.  Otherwise, it might be a useful 
orientation to the book. 

This term we’ll be studying the relatively short but tightly-packed book of 

Colossians.  Colossians is a letter written about AD 62 by the apostle Paul (see 

Acts 9 for his origin story) to the Christians in Colossae. 

Colossae was a town in what’s now southwest Turkey.  It had previously been a 

significant trading centre, but by the time of the letter was in decline.  A few 

years after the letter was written, the city was destroyed by earthquake. Today, 

it’s buried under dirt. 

There’s no record of Paul ever going to Colossae. But his ministry in nearby 

Ephesus about AD 52-55 had a wide impact (see Acts 19:10). It seems that the 

Colossian church started after the Colossian man Epaphras heard the gospel in 

Ephesus and took it back to his hometown (Col 1:7 & 4:12).  So Paul is writing 

to a church he didn’t plant and has probably never met! 

At the time of writing, Paul was in prison in Rome.  He wrote his letter to the 

Ephesians about the same time, and has a lot of similar content. 

Key verses: “So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, 

continue to live your lives in him, rooted and built up in him, strengthened in the 

faith as you were taught, and overflowing with thankfulness” (Col 2:6-7) 

This booklet includes leaders’ notes (with a grey background like this) for many of the questions.  
These are not printed in the general booklet for group members. It’s best for leaders to prepare by: 

1) Reading the Bible passage 
2) Reading the questions without the leaders notes 
3) Reading the leaders’ notes 

As always, you should adapt this material as necessary to best suit your group. If a question won’t suit 
your group, skip it or change it (don’t ask it half-heartedly!) 

Be careful that your group doesn’t turn into a game of “guess what answer is in the book”.  Rather, use 
the ideas in the leaders’ notes to point the group towards particular verses or particular angles they 
should consider.  If the group still struggles, it’s OK to just share the ideas from these notes or simply 
to move on. 

Some questions have no leader’s note because the answer is either very simple, or because it 
depends on the person answering.  For some questions, your group may well think of more good 
answers beyond the ones mentioned in the notes. 

-- Tom Barrett 
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Study 1: Colossians 1:1-14 

Read Colossians 1:1-2 

1. How does Paul describe himself, and how does he describe his 

readers?   

 
 

2. What kind of tone do these descriptions set for the letter? 
There is authority on the part of Paul, yet a warmth and appreciation of the people he’s writing 
to.  Neither a cold authoritarian letter, nor a casual note between buddies. 
 
 

Read Colossians 1:3-8 

3. What do verses 7-8 reveal about the relationship between Paul and the 

Colossian Christians? 

It seems Paul has never actually met them personally.  It was Epaphras who brought the 
gospel to them (probably having heard it from Paul in neighbouring Ephesus), and who brought 
news back to Paul.  This makes it all the more notable how Paul gives thanks and prays for 
these believers. 
 

4. Faith, hope and love are a trio of key ideas for Paul.  Draw a little 

diagram of how they are related in these verses. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(continued overleaf…) 
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Read Colossians 1:9-14 

5. Paul gives a detailed account of how he prays for the Colossians.  Fill in 
the blanks below to unpack the flow of ideas. 

 Paul asks God to…  

V9b  
Fill them, via Spirit, with knowledge of his will 

 …so they will…  

V10a •   

•  

• Live a life worthy of the Lord 

• Please him in every way 

 …which involves:  

V10b •  
• Do good works 

V10c •  
• Grow in knowledge of God 

V11 •  
• Patiently endure, in God’s strength 

V12a •  
• Give thanks to God 

6. In verses 12b-14, Paul talks about an amazing transfer that has 
happened for his readers, and for all followers of Jesus. 

a. Where were they previously? 

Dominion of darkness v13 
 

b. Where are they now? 

Kingdom of light v12 = Kingdom of God’s son whom he loves v13 
(and in v14 this is expressed simply as “in him”) 
 

c. What blessings come with this new position? 

Inheritance v12 (in light of old testament imagery this probably points to the new creation in 
which we will live in peace and prosperity) 
Redemption (=freedom) v14 
Forgiveness of sins v14 

d. Do you see yourself in this way?  Why or why not? 

People might not “feel” this new identity because they are aware of the ongoing presence of 
sin in their lives.  This is an opportunity to explore the “already/not yet” in the next question. 
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7. Consider the overall picture of the Christian life in this section. 

a. What is completed already? 

Vv12b-14 - Being made God’s people, transferred, forgiven 
 

b. What is ongoing? 

Vv9b-12a - Knowing God’s will more and more, honoring and pleasing him more and more 
 

c. Why would it be important not to mix up (a) and (b)? 

Getting this straight is important for our sake and God’s sake! 

If we forget that our transfer into Christ’s kingdom is already completed for us, we will seek to 
earn our salvation by good works. For us this is an anxiety-ridden and fruitless quest.  And it 
means God doesn’t get the honour and thanks he deserves for his gospel generosity. 

If we forget that growth in knowledge, good works, perseverance etc is meant to be an ongoing 
thing, then when we discover sin in our lives we will either be overcome by despair (“I’m not 
really God’s child”) or indifference (“never mind, I’m saved anyway”).  It also means God 
doesn’t get the thanks he deserves and the honour of his people living good lives in the world. 

Responding to the passage overall: 

8. Does anything in this passage relate to the growth area 
you have chosen for 2022?  Or, does anything here 
help you in choosing a growth area? 

 

 

9. Think about your individual prayer life, our small group, and our church 
overall.  When do we pray and give thanks for other Christians?  How 
about Christians that we’ve never met?  What opportunities do we have 
to grow in this? 
 
 
 

10. Write down 1 or 2 examples of faith and/or love shown by someone in 
your group.  Pray and give thanks to God for those things together.  
 
 
 

11. Pray for your group life this year using the points in verses 9b onwards. 
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Notes & Prayer Points 
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Study 2: Colossians 1:15-23 

1. If someone asked you “who is Jesus?”, how would you respond in 1-2 

sentences? 

 

 

Read Colossians 1:13-20  (this gives a few verses of context) 

2. Underline or write down each time Paul uses the words ‘all’, ‘every’ and 

‘full’. What point is Paul making?  

 

 

3. What is Jesus’ relationship to God? 

“Image of the invisible God” v15.  Sounds like an impossibility, but there it is!  When we look at 
Jesus, we get an accurate and complete picture of God.  “Image of God” was humanity’s job 
from the beginning (Gen 1:26-28) – ruling the world as his representatives. We failed, but 
Jesus succeeds.  Also, Jesus has “all of God’s fullness” v19 – probably God’s authority. 

4. What is Jesus’ relationship to the created universe? 

V16 - NB it was not only made “in him” and “through him” but also “for him”.  This is the reason 
for our existence: we are made for the honour and glory of Jesus! 
See also v17 – he sustains the ongoing existence of the universe.  He is also the reconciler of 
“all things” v20 – see note at the end of the study. 

5. What is Jesus’ relationship to the church? 

V18 – head-body a very intimate, organic union.  Not like master-slave.  Everything that 
belongs to the head also belongs (or will belong) to the body!  Resurrection, authority over 
creation… 

6. In what ways is Jesus “firstborn”? What does this mean? 

See verses 15 and 18.  In verse 15 it’s a way of expressing his authority – the “eldest brother” 
over creation.   But verse 18 then reveals the source of this authority – he is the first one to be 
raised up from the dead.  Cf Rom 1:4 Jesus “appointed son of God in power by his resurrection 
from the dead”. 

7. How does the picture of Jesus in these verses compare to your answer 
to question 1?  Are there key ideas that are different? 

Obviously, the Bible passage is longer than 2 sentences. But it’s likely that this section presents a 
much bigger, more cosmic picture of Jesus than we naturally speak of.  He is indeed “the one who 
died to save me” but there is much more to it than that. 
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 (Downers Grove: InterVarsity Press, 1986), p81. 

Read Colossians 1:21-23 

8. In verse 21 Paul says more about his readers’ previous state in the 
“dominion of darkness” (v13).   

a) What aspects of this condition does he highlight? Do any of them 

surprise you? 
 
 

b) Do you agree with this description of what you would be without 
Jesus?  Do you think of your non-Christian friends, relatives, 
neighbours this way? 
 
 

9. In light of these verses: 
a) What do we need to do to be reconciled to God, presented as 

holy in his sight and free from accusation? 
This is a deliberately provocative question!  You could well answer “nothing – it’s all been 
achieved for us by Jesus”, which is true - there is nothing to do to earn it.  But verse 23 
emphasises the need to persevere in faith to be saved in the end. 

b) Is doing this your highest priority in life?  What other things get in 
the way or distract you?  What can help us maintain focus? 
 

Note on v23b “proclaimed to every creature” – this is a bit of hyperbole picturing the fact that 
the gospel is going all over the place, well beyond the boundaries of Israel, and its message is 
applicable to every human being.  Cf v6 the gospel growing “throughout the whole world” 

Reflect on the passage as whole 

10. Does anything in this passage relate to the growth area 
you have chosen for 2022?  Or, does anything here 
help you in choosing a growth area? 
 
 

11. Spend some time in prayer, simply praising Jesus for his exalted 
position over all things. 
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Notes & Prayer Points 
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Study 3: Colossians 1:24 – 2:5 

1. Can you think of a time when there was a secret – a mystery – that other 
people knew about and you wanted to know about? 
 
 

Read Colossians 1:23b – 2:5 

2. Find the places where the word “mystery” is mentioned in this passage 
a) What has happened to the mystery? 

V26 – it’s been kept hidden for ages and generations, but NOW disclosed 

b) What is the content of the mystery? 

1:25 – it’s the word of God in its fullness 
1:27 – Christ in you, the hope of glory 
2:2 – the mystery is Christ 

3. Paul says quite a lot about himself in this passage, but his own 
reputation is actually not his ultimate concern.  What does he say about: 

a) His role and identity 

1:23b, 25 - Servant of the gospel, commissioned by God 

b) His activity 

V24 – suffering for them, “filling up what is lacking in Christ’s afflictions!” – note this and 
return to it later! 
v25 – presenting the word of God in its fullness 
28 – proclaiming Christ, admonishing, teaching with all wisdom 
29 – strenuously contending with Christ’s strength 
2:1 – “contending” for the Colossians and others – probably in prayer? 

c) His intentions and goals 

1:28 – to present everyone fully mature in Christ 
2:2 – to bring others to encouragement in heart, unity in love, full riches of complete 
understanding, know the mystery of God 
2:4 – prevent them being misled by fine-sounding arguments 

In the rest of chapter 2, Paul will warn against false teaching that was infiltrating 

the Colossian church. The exact details of it are unclear, but it seems to have 

involved a claim that Paul’s gospel message was insufficient.  False teachers 

were arguing that to be “mature” and “complete”, believers needed extra, 

special wisdom and knowledge which was only available from them. They may 

have been pointing to Paul’s suffering in prison as evidence that his gospel was 

inadequate to reach full maturity. 
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4. How does today’s passage counteract any claims that the gospel of 
Jesus isn’t enough? 

Note of completeness runs through.  V28 “all wisdom”, “fully mature”, 2:2 “full riches of 
complete understanding”, 2:3 “full riches of complete understanding”, 2:3 “all the treasures of 
wisdom and knowledge”. 

5. What kind of “extra knowledge” and “fine sounding arguments” might 
tempt us to move on from the gospel today?  How can we resist them? 

 

Look again at Colossians 1:24 

Reading this section in light of the false teaching mentioned later in the chapter 

also helps us understand this tricky verse. The false teachers were claiming 

there was something lacking in the Colossians’ spirituality. In fact, all that is 

“lacking” in the gospel is the need to proclaim it far and wide.  Paul uses the 

same Greek words in Philippians 2:30 when he says that Epaphroditus “filled up 

what was lacking” in the Philippians’ gift to him.  There was nothing deficient 

about the gift itself, but Epaphroditus was the one who delivered it to its 

recipient.  Paul is using the same language here for his gospel-delivery ministry.  

It’s him, rather than the false teachers, who is “filling up what is lacking”.  And 

when he suffers in the process, he is walking in the footsteps of Jesus. 

6. Paul mentions that he rejoices in suffering for the gospel. 

a) Why would he do this? Can you find hints in the passage? 

End of v27 gives us a good hint – “Christ in you (is) the hope of glory”.  Suffering for Jesus 
confirms that you belong to Jesus, and belonging to Jesus means you have a glorious 
resurrection future with Jesus. 

b) Should we rejoice when we suffer for belonging to Jesus?  Why?  
How? 

Yes! Doesn’t mean the suffering is a good thing, but it points us to a glorious future. 
 
 

Reflect on the passage as whole 

7. Does anything in this passage relate to the growth area 
you have chosen for 2022?  Or, does anything here 
help you in choosing a growth area? 
 
 

Pray for those worldwide who suffer for the gospel, and that we would 
rejoice when we experience opposition to our faith. 
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Notes & Prayer Points 
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Study 4: Colossians 2:6-23 

In this section we see more detail about the kind of false teaching that was 

influential in Colossae, and the core of Paul’s argument against it. 

Read Colossians 2:6-23 

1. The false teaching in Colossae is hard to pin down exactly. But, what 
aspects of it can you spot in verses 16-23? 

It seems to have Jewish/Old Testament elements:  a concern for circumcision (v11), food laws 
(v16) and the Sabbath and other festivals (v16; for ‘new moon festivals’ see Num 28:14).  
These Old Testament practices were God-given and valid in times past, yet they are obsolete 
shadows now that Christ has come.  

But the false teaching seems to also include more pagan ascetic practices, described as 
“merely human commands and teachings” (v22). Paul would never say this about the OT law. 

Mixed in with this is a concern about the “powers and authorities” in the spiritual world (v10, 
15) which may well be the same as the “elemental spiritual forces of this world’(v8,20). 
“Worship of angels” (v18) might mean “obsession with angels and the way angels worship 
God” as opposed to honouring God in the physical world we live in. 

2. Paul warns his readers in three places about the intent or effect of the 
false teaching.  Fill in the blanks below:  

a) Verse 8:  Don’t let anyone ____________________ 

b) Verse 16:  Don’t let anyone __________ you 

c) Verse 18:  Don’t let anyone __________ you 

3. What extra rules might be used to take captive, judge or disqualify 
believers today?  What rules are you in most danger of wrongly 
imposing on others? 
 
 
 

4. Back in 1:9-12 Paul prayed for progress on the part of the Colossians.   
a) How does that differ to the kind of “progress” he’s warning about 

in this section?   
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b) How can we tell the difference between someone guiding us in 
how to “live a life worth of the Lord, pleasing him in every way” 
(1:10) and someone using outdated or man-made rules to judge 
or disqualify us (2:16-23)? 

This is an opportunity to explore how “rules” are not the problem per se. Jesus, the Lord, 
issued commands and expects us to follow them (John 14:15; Matt 517ff).  The key issue is 
people adding additional rules to define who is truly “in”, which detract from Christ as the head 
of the church and his work transferring us into the kingdom of light. 

Although we don’t know the full details of the false teaching in Colossae, we can 

still benefit from the great truths Paul uses to oppose the false teaching.  He 

shows the sufficiency of Christ in several ways. 

5. Fill in the table below to unpack the blessings we have in Christ: 

Verses In Christ, we have… - which means we don’t need to… 
(consider other verses too) 

9-10 
All God’s fullness=authority over 
all spiritual powers 
 

 
Pursue anything else to be ‘complete’, or fear 
any evil powers 

11-12 
Circumcision to the max! 
 
 

 
Get circumcised in the flesh, or submit to 
other OT Jewish laws 

13a 
Resurrection, with Christ, out of 
our old spiritually-dead state 
 

 
Submit to merely human rules v20 

13b-14 
Freedom from condemnation 
 
 

 
worry about being judged by others v16/18 

15 
Victory over the powers of evil 
through Jesus’ saving death 
 

 
fear any evil powers or seek other ways to be 
safe from them. 

Reflect on the passage as whole 

6. Does anything in this passage relate to the growth area 
you have chosen for 2022?  Do any of the “in Christ” 
blessings above particularly empower you in your area of 
growth?  Has the passage revealed some wrong ways of 

pursuing growth, which you need to avoid? 

 
 

Send each other out with the words of Colossians 2:6-7. 
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Notes & Prayer Points 
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Study 5: Colossians 3:1-11 

Having dealt with the danger of false teaching, Paul now picks up the positive 

statements he made about our life in Christ, and unpacks their implications for 

how we live. 

To recap, read Colossians 2:9-14 

1. Briefly list what Paul says here about the state of Christian believers 
 
 

Read Colossians 3:1-4 where Paul picks up this thread of ideas. 

2. Paul gives a few commands here. (They are general in nature and he’ll 
spell out details in later verses.)  What reasons does he give for setting 
our hearts and minds on things above? 

V1 – “since you have been raised with Christ” 
V3 – “for you died, and your [true] life is now hidden with Christ”. When he appears, [the true] 
you will appear with him in glory. 
It’s all based on who you now are 

3. Do you see yourself the way Paul describes here?   
If not, what holds you back? 

“because you’ve been raised with Christ” is the foundation of all the ethical instruction that 
follows. So it’s important people don’t press on with obeying the ethical commands if they’re 
not clear on the basis.  If someone is not yet a follower of Christ, or feels uncertain of their new 
identity, the ethical commands that follow are, strictly speaking, not directed at them (though 
it’s OK to “listen in” while working out where you stand). 

Read Colossians 3:5-11 

We discover here that “earthly things” (v2) refers not to the mundanities of 

physical life, but ungodly behaviours that belong to our old pre-Christ identity. 

4. The command “put to death…” (v5) is very stark. How does it relate to 
the previous verses? 

It makes sense to put ungodly behaviours to death, because they belong to the old you who 
died with Christ (v3) 

5. Look at the list of behaviours in verses 5, 8 and 9. 
a. Does anything in this list surprise you? 

It would be good to discuss “greed is idolatry”, which is a big claim. 
“Filthy language from your lips” is good to ponder.  Is it about vocabulary per se, or intention, or 
effect, or all of the above?  Wright helpfully suggests it’s about “words which, either by their 
foul association or their abusive intent, contaminate both speaker and hearers”  
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b. Now that we belong to Christ, these things have no logical place 
in our lives.  But until Jesus returns, all of us are in the process of 
ridding ourselves of these things.  For you, which of them are you 
most susceptible to? 

Obviously some might not be comfortable to share their real answer to this with the group. But 
it’s worth opening it up anyway, as an opportunity to encourage openness in the group. 

6. What reasons for change does Paul give in this section?   
 
 
 
 

7. How do you think verse 11 connects with the previous verses? 

Verse 9 – “do not lie to each other” – shows that behaviour within the Christian community is 
particularly in view here. The unity of that community is a basis for loving behaviour.  We’ll 
think more about this verse in the next study. 
 

8. How does his passage relate to the growth area you 
have chosen for 2022?   

 

 

 

Some extra notes on v11, also relevant to the next study:  “These intermingled distinctions of race, 
ancestral religion, class and caste provide the best soil for that mutual suspicion and distrust which 
turn into the vices listed in verse 8. These divisions were of great importance in the ancient world. The 
spread of Greek civilization after the conquests of Alexander the Great meant that the ‘Greek’, 
whether from Greece itself, Egypt, Asia Minor or anywhere else, could regard himself as a member of 
a privileged group, somewhat like those who speak a major European language in much of the 
modern world. He would look down on the circumscribed nationalism of the Jew who insisted on 
preserving and clinging to his old culture, just as the Jew, fiercely conscious of God’s election of Israel 
and of the shallowness and moral darkness of Greek polytheism, would despise him. These 
differences were accentuated by the physical mark of the male Jew: circumcision was prized in Israel 
and mocked by her enemies. ‘Barbarians’ is a contemptuous word used by Greeks for anyone who did 
not speak their language: the Scythians (from the then little-known northern reaches of Asia) were the 
extreme examples of barbarians, little better than savages. … The ancient world, just like the modern, 
was an elaborate network of prejudice, suspicion and arrogance, so ingrained as to be thought natural 
and normal.  These distinctions, Paul declares with a breath-taking challenge, have become irrelevant 
in Christ. … That is not to say that differences cease to exist (any more than the male-female 
distinction ceases to exist, in the similar list of Gal. 3:28). It is to say that differences of background, 
nationality, colour, language, social standing and so forth must be regarded as irrelevant to the 
question of the love, honour and respect that are to be shown to individuals and groups.”  -- N. T. 
Wright, Colossians and Philemon: An Introduction and Commentary, vol. 12  
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Notes & Prayer Points 
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Study 6: Colossians 3:11-17 

1. Imagine two random humans H1 and H2.  Fill in the blanks below to create 
examples of typical, worldly human relationships. 

a) H1 and H2 are likely to treat each other with kindness  

if H1 is a ___________ and H2 is a _____________ 

b) H1 and H2 are likely to have hostility and distrust between them  

if H1 is a ___________ and H2 is a _____________ 

Today we pick up the second half of Paul’s teaching about how to live as those 

who are in Christ. In the first part of chapter 3 he focussed on what to “take off”. 

Now, we hear what to “put on”, especially in the context of Christian community. 

Read Colossians 3:11-17  (deliberate overlap with last week’s reading) 

2. What point does verse 11 make about the Christian community? 

The solidarity and unity “in Christ” is stronger than all other distinctions.  Those differences 
don’t cease to exist, but cease to have any relevance as boundaries between “us and them”. 
Being in Christ overrules the examples we made up in question 1.  See longer quote from 
Wright on an earlier page. 

3. Verse 11 lists some deeply-entrenched divisions from the first century. Can 
you re-write the verse with some 21st-century examples? 

“Here (in Christ’s church), there is no ___________ or ___________, 

____________ or ____________, ____________ or ____________, 

but Christ is all, and is in all” 

4. How are Christians described in verse 12?  What’s your reaction to being 
described this way? 
 
 

5. Divide up the virtues in verses 12-14 amongst your group.  Have each 
person choose a colour for their assigned word, and give a reason why.  

•   compassion   •   kindness   •   humility   •   gentleness   •   patience 

•   forbearance(putting-up-with)   •   forgiveness   •   love 
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(There are no right answers here. It’s just a way of slowing down and considering each virtue 
on its own). You could create a poster if you’re really keen! 

6. Which of these things do you find hardest to live out? Why?   

 

 

7. How do the truths from verses 11 and 12 help us in putting on these virtues 
within the Christian community? 

Knowing how much we are loved and treasured by God gives us the security to love others. 
And knowing that our solidarity in Christ overrules all other distinctions allows us to treat other 
Christians like family rather than foreigners. 

8. Look at verse 15.  What do you think it means for the peace of Christ to 
“rule” in our hearts?  (Not “fill”, “comfort” or “soothe”!)  Consider the 
surrounding sentences.  What’s one way to put this into practice? 

Since the surrounding verses talk about “one body called to peace” and love and forgiveness 
of others, it seems this is about having hearts that are “peaceable” and inclined to “make 
peace with others, rather than tranquility within ourselves. 

9. Verse 15 ends with “be thankful”.  In the context of this section, what sort of 
things might this involve thanking God for? 

Probably thankfulness for the other members of the body of Christ, whether they are 
barbaraian, Scythian, slave or free! 

 

10. Verse 16 calls us to have the message of Christ dwell amongst us richly as 
we teach and admonish one another.  What are some ways we can be 
doing that in our lives at All Saints: 
 

a) On Sundays during the service 
 
 
 

b) On Sundays before/after the service 
 
 
 

c) In this small group 
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d) In our families 
 
 
 

e) At other times? 
 
 
 

11. Verse 17 sets a very broad scope for living for Christ – “Whatever you do…”!  
a. What are some areas of your life that you tend to see as 

disconnected from Christ and irrelevant to your trust in him?   

? Playing sport, doing your job, cleaning the house, watching TV ? 
 
 

b. Acting “in someone’s name” means acting as their representative 
and being empowered by them. What would it look like to do these 
things “in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God through 
him”? 
 
 
 

12. Does anything in this passage relate to the growth area you 
have chosen for 2022?    
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Notes & Prayer Points 
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Study 7: Colossians 3:18 – 4:1 

Flowing out of the overarching exhortation to “do it all in the name of the Lord 

Jesus” in 3:17, today we see some specific instructions for people in particular 

household positions.  This kind of “household code” is common in the New 

Testament and early Christian writings, demonstrating how much it matters to 

live Christianly in our home environment.   

Some parts of today’s passage seem unattractive to modern ears.  Our context 

differs in various ways, and some thoughtfulness is needed when we put this 

into practice, but if we see the Bible as God’s authoritative word, we can’t just 

ignore the parts we find difficult. 

Read Colossians 3:17 – 4:1 (deliberate overlap with the previous section) 

1. Look through this section for the words “lord” and “master”.  How does 
this connect the section back to 3:17? 

 
 

2. Paul is here giving different instructions to different people. How do you 
think this relates to what he said in 3:11? 
 
 
 

3. What common features are found in the instructions to people in more 
powerful positions? 
 
 

 

Household codes a bit like this were also written in this period by pagans and 

Jews. But Paul is not simply telling Christians to fit in with whatever standards 

the surrounding culture holds. (In the previous chapter, he strongly opposed 

submitting to merely man-made rules (2:20-22)).  Paul writes a distinctively 

Christian household code, where the more powerful members have 

responsibilities as well as rights, and the less powerful members have rights as 

well as duties.  The fact that he writes to wives, children and slaves shows they 

are fully-fledged church members with their own dignity and value.  As we read 

this list we should consider the instructions to both sides of each ‘pair’ together.   
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Consider verses 18-19 

Paul’s instructions here to husbands and wives are very brief. You might like to 

read his fuller explanation of his reasoning in Ephesians 5:25-33. 

4. If you are married: how do you think these commands should work out in 
practice today?  It’s a big topic, but can you think of one thing to aim for 
and one thing to avoid? 

Wright: “The ‘submission’ here is not that of the slave, or the doormat. The equality of women 
and men before the Lord, of which Paul wrote in Galatians 3:28, has not been retracted: but 
neither does it mean identity of role or function. The wife must forgo the temptation to rule her 
husband’s life, using perhaps one of the many varieties of domestic blackmail; the husband 
must ensure that his love for his wife, like Christ’s for his people, always puts her interests first 
(see the fuller statement in Eph. 5:21–33).” 

5. If you’re not married but think you might get married in the future: How 
does this passage influence your decision about who to marry, or who to 
date? 
 
 

Consider verses 20-21 

6. In what ways can parents – especially fathers – embitter their children? 
If you’re a parent, what things in your heart lead you to treat your kids 
this way? What truths do we need to lean on to change in this area?   

“‘Embitter’ is literally ‘arouse’, usually in the bad sense of ‘provoke’. Paul refers to the constant 
nagging or belittling of a child (a sure sign of insecurity), the refusal to allow children to be 
people in their own right instead of carbon copies of their parents or their parents’ fantasies.” - 
Wright 

7. If you’re an adult who lives with your parents, how do you think this 

should play out in your situation? 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(continued overleaf…) 
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Consider 3:22 – 4:1 

The instructions to slaves and masters are much longer, probably because the 

issue with Philemon and Onesimus was playing out at the same time (See the 

book of Philemon and Col 4:9). Slavery was a basic economic structure in the 

first century and overturning it was unimaginable at the time. Though it was 

often exploitative, it wasn’t racially based, and slaves sometimes became skilled 

and respected household contributors.  Employment arrangements in our 

context are different, but we can still learn from what was written back then.  

8. If you are an employee, how might you apply some of the principles here 
to your behaviour at work? 
 
 
 
 

9. If you employ or supervise others at work, how might you apply some of 
these principles in your workplace? 

 

 

 

 

 

Think about the passage overall and the way 3:17 underpins it all. 

10. Does anything we’ve discussed today relate to the 
growth area you have chosen for 2022?    
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Notes & Prayer Points 
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Study 8: Colossians 4:2-18 

In this section Paul wraps up his exhortations to the Colossian believers and 

returns to the topic of his own ministry and partnership with them, which he 

discussed in chapter 1. 

1. Who are the people who have influenced you most in your Christian 
walk? What aspects of their lives and ministry made an impact on you? 
 
 
 

Read Colossians 4:2-6 

2. What do you think it means to be “watchful and thankful” whilst devoting 
yourself to prayer? 

The passage doesn’t nail it down precisely, but quite likely it’s about watching for God 
answering prayers and giving thanks for his work. 
 

3. Paul is in prison (v3) but he doesn’t ask for prayer for his welfare. What 
does he ask for instead? 

An “open door for the gospel” – might be a way of talkling about gospel opportunities in 
general, or perhaps literally freedom from prison so that he can get out and about in ministry. 
 
 

4. God uses his people to spread the news about Jesus. 
a) What is the first step in the gospel-telling process? 

Prayer!  Vv2-3.  An important expression of the fact that it is only God who gives the growth. 
 

b) Paul, as an apostle, has a particular task. What is it?  Who has 
this kind of responsibility today? 

To proclaim the mystery of Christ clearly vv3-4. (Cf his commissioning, by God, to present the 
unveiled mystery in 1:25-29). It’s worth acknowledging that there are those, then and now, who 
God has particularly gifted for frontline evangelism, and those who get formally set apart to 
focus on this responsibility.  Missionaries, evangelists, preachers etc. It may be that some of 
your group are especially gifted in this, and should look for more avenues to deploy the gift. 

c) The Colossian Christians also have a role to play. What is it? 

Paul doesn’t use the word “proclaim” for the Colossians’ responsibility. He doesn’t say that all 
of them have to go from town to town preaching the message or even preaching in their own 
town. But they are to “be wise towards outsiders” and “make the most of every opportunity”, 
which is likely to include speaking about Jesus when the opportunity comes up.  
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d) Verse 6 makes a point about all types of conversation.  
i. How does this relate to speaking about Jesus 

specifically?   

“Seasoned with salt” is of uncertain meaning.  But we get a picture here of a gracious style of 
conversation in general.  If you get in the habit of speaking graciously about all things, you’ll be able to 
answer in the right manner when asked about your faith in Jesus.  

ii. Are there areas where your conversation is not “full of 

grace”? What needs to change? 

 

 

As the letter concludes, Paul returns to the relational context in which he’s 

writing to the Colossians.  Clearly this was most “relevant” to the individuals 

involved at the time. But we can notice and be encouraged by some features of 

this interaction. 

Read Colossians 4:7-18 

5. Paul could simply have written “Greetings from A, B, C, D, E and F”. But 
he often adds a label or description to the names he includes.  

a) How does he describe the various fellow Christians in this 
section? 
 

• V7  ___________________________________ 

• V9  ___________________________________ 

• V10 ___________________________________ 

• V12 ___________________________________ 

• V14 ___________________________________ 

b) How does this compare to the way you refer to Christians you 
know? Would there be value in speaking more like Paul? 
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6. Look at Epaphras’ prayer in verse 12. How does it relate to the overall 
goal of Paul’s letter? 
 
 
 

7. Does anything we’ve read today relate to the growth 
area you have chosen for 2022?   
 

 

 

 

 
Think back over the letter as a whole 

8. What advice would you give the following people from the book of 
Colossians?  

a) A timid Christian who wants to be more confident as a believer  
 
 
 
 

b) Someone who claims to have discovered ‘something new’ in the 
Christian life  
 
 
 
 

c) Someone who knows and trusts the gospel and now wants to 
grow as a Christian  

 

 

 

Pray and give thanks for things that have encouraged and challenged you 

while studying Colossians.  
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