
  

STUDY GUIDE 

TERM 3 2024 

PART 2 

 2 
 



 3 

Study 5: Deuteronomy 12-13 

This begins a new section where Moses preaches on some of the decrees and 

laws God requires of his people.  

1. Read Deuteronomy 12:1  

a. Who are these decrees and laws addressed to?  

 

 

b. Where are they to follow these laws?  

 

 

c. For how long should they adhere to these laws? 

 

 

d. All three of the above answers are different to our context today. 

What implications might that have for us as we read through the 

decrees and laws today?  
The laws are to the People of Israel for as long as they live in the land. Therefore, they are 
not addressed directly to us to be followed like Israel as a nation. We are not required to do 
all that is listed, like Israel was. Instead we will need to think through what God is saying to 
us today through these laws and work out how we should honour him in response.   

 

Read Deuteronomy 12:2-4 

2. What does God command Israel to do when they enter the land? 
Destroy all the places and idols of worship to foreign gods. 

 

3. Why do you think God is requiring them to do this? See also vv. 29-31. 
That is not the way to worship the Lord. He hates their cultic practices. He is concerned for 
Israel not to worship him in those ways.   

 

4. While we don’t have pagan altars and idols around us, in what ways do 

people worship today? What do people devote their lives to?  
Think through what we see people living their lives for and how we as Christians might be 
tempted to worship in that way. 
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Read Deuteronomy 12:5-14 

5. What are the instructions for worship that God gives to the people? 

 

 

6. The true and living God is inviting his people to worship him in a specific 

way.  

a. What aspects of this passage might feel like a burden?   

 

b. What aspects might feel like a privilege?  
Everyone having to travel to the designated place is a hassle. Bringing offerings, tithes and 
sacrifices is costly. But they get to show their appreciation for the Lord. They get to rejoice 
over the goodness of God.  

7. Verse 8-9 suggests that the people were just worshipping God however they 

liked. When are we tempted to insist on worshipping God a certain way that 

aligns with our preferences?  
We may have our own style of prayer or preference of church music (for example), and we 
want to worship God in that way. We might ask ‘What do I prefer in worship?’ and fail to ask 
‘What does God prefer in worship?’ 

Read Romans 12:1-2 

Here are Paul’s instructions to believers who have been saved by God’s mercy 

in Jesus. (We did read this last week, but we’ll pull out some other details today) 

8. What is similar to the instructions given to Israel in Deuteronomy 12? What 

is different? 

 

 

 

9. What is one aspect of your life that needs particular renewal so that you live 

in worship of God? Commit those things to prayer - asking for the Holy Spirit 

to transform us to align with God’s will. 
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Notes & Prayer Points  
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Study 6:  Deuteronomy 14:22-15:18  

In this study we examine some of the detailed laws that Moses gave Israel to 

follow in the promised land. We need to think carefully about what to do with 

these laws, as people who belong to Jesus in a very different time and place. 

A helpful reference point for this question is to consider how in the New 

Testament the apostle Paul speaks of the law in several different ways:1  

1. In the New Testament the law is repudiated as a legal code governing 

Christians. E.g. Rom. 7:6 “But now, by dying to what once bound us, we 

have been released from the law so that we serve in the new way of the 

Spirit, and not in the old way of the written code.” We are no longer 

bound to live by its rules.  

2. Instead, the Law of Moses has been replaced by the law of Christ. E.g. 

Gal. 6:2 “Carry each other’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfil the 

law of Christ.” We fulfil the law of Christ by becoming like Christ and 

following his commands. 

3. However, the Law of Moses is still useful to us as scripture. 

a. Paul re-appropriates the Law as prophecy which points to Jesus 

and the salvation he brings.  E.g. Acts 28:23 “from the Law of 

Moses and from the Prophets [Paul] tried to persuade them 

about Jesus”. The law doesn’t always “predict” the coming of 

Jesus, but it does gives us concepts through which to understand 

his work. 

b. Paul also re-appropriates the Law as wisdom to inform Christian 

conduct. E.g. 1 Tim 5:17-18 ‘The elders who direct the affairs of 

the church well are worthy of double honour, especially those 

whose work is preaching and teaching. For Scripture says, “Do 

not muzzle an ox while it is treading out the grain,” [Deut. 25:4] 

and “The worker deserves his wages.”’ 

So as we study these legal code sections of Deuteronomy, let’s look for how 

these laws point us to Jesus and see what wisdom we can glean from them as 

we seek to live under the law of Christ.  

 

1 This framework comes from Brian Rosner, Paul and the Law: Keeping the Commandments of God, 2013.  
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Today’s section contains commands for Israel about generosity. Choose one or 

two passages, or break into groups to look at the different sections. 

A) Deuteronomy 14:22-29 

B) Deuteronomy 15:1-11 

C) Deuteronomy 15:12-18 

D) Deuteronomy 26:1-15 

If it comes up: An “awl” in 15:17 is a small pointed tool used for piercing holes. The 
significance of the ear-piercing ritual is tricky to nail down exactly, but the possibility that a 
slave might choose to remain shows us something about the working conditions they were 
meant to have. 

For each chosen passage, discuss: 

1. What instructions are given? 

 

 

 

2. What reasons are provided? 

 

 

 

3. Imagination time.  If you were an ancient Israelite, what difference would 

this have made to your day-to-day life? 

 

 

 

4. How can this passage in the law point us forward to Christ? 

 

 

 

5. How can this passage give us wisdom for living as God’s people today? 

Think of some concrete actions you could take. 

Try to identify one or two specific behaviours by which you can apply the wisdom-for-living 
that this passage gives us? E.g., for the idea of generosity – have a thanksgiving meal; care 
specifically for someone in need ... 

If you broke into groups, come back together and share a summary of what you 

found in the different passages. 
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Praise and Prayer 

• Praise God for his generous character of grace that he cancels our sins 

and debt to him. Give humble thanks for his forgiveness through Jesus. 

• Confess the times when we harbour bitter thoughts towards the poor 

and needy. Repent of considering our wealth and possessions as the 

work of our hands, rather than the provision of God. 

• Ask the Lord to grow a heart of thankfulness to him and generosity to 

those around us. Generosity with our possessions and willingness to 

forgive. 

• Pray for the Alpha course running in September, that God would work 

powerfully in the hearts of those attending. 
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Notes & Prayer Points 
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Study 7:  Deuteronomy 17.14-18.22  

In the last study, we saw how the Old Testament laws can point us forward to 

Jesus.  Today we explore three roles in ancient Israel – king, priest and prophet 

– and consider how Jesus perfects each of them. 

This is a pretty long study. Make sure you keep moving throughout. 

Read Deuteronomy 17:14-20 

1) What does this passage show us about God’s heart for leadership? What 

are the markers of a good king, and the markers of a bad king? 

 

 

 

2) After Israel had settled in the land, the reign of King Solomon was 

considered to be the “golden age” when they enjoyed peace and prosperity. 

Read the following passages and consider how Solomon relates to the 

commands of Deuteronomy 17. 

a. 2 Chronicles 1:14-17 

 

b. 1 Kings 11.1-3 

 

c. 1 Kings 10:18-23 

Conclusion: no wonder things went downhill after Solomon. 

3) In what ways does Jesus fulfill all these requirements for a King of God’s 

people? 

 

 

Read Deuteronomy 18:1-8 

The Levites were one of the tribes of Israel, who had responsibility for looking 

after the tabernacle. The priests were the Levites descended from Aaron, who 

served within the tabernacle offering sacrifices and in other ways. 

4) In what ways are the Levites different to the other tribes of Israel? 

 

 

5) How are the other tribes meant to treat the Levites? What does this show 

about their relationship to the Lord? 
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In effect, Yahweh invites them to eat from his own table; that which the people present to 
him, he passes on to them 

6) Read Hebrews 7:23-28. How does Jesus, as our High Priest, fulfill and 

surpass the priesthood established in the Old Testament? 

 

 

Read Deuteronomy 18:9-22 

7) Moses talks about the other nations who currently inhabit the promised land, 

and describes the ways they deal with uncertainty and fear.  What activities 

are associated with this? 

“divination and sorcery” v10. “Divination is roughly the attempt to discern events that are 
distant in time or space, and that consequently cannot be perceived by normal means.” 
Various techniques were used including consulting the dead. “Witchcraft and casting spells” 
(vv10-11) are about invoking spiritual forces to control the world.  Sacrificing children seems 
to be associated with these. 

8) We have an intuitive sense of why child sacrifice is detestable. Why do you 

think the other practices mentioned here are so repugnant to God? 

 
 
 
 (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2004), 438. 

9) Think about people around us in Australia who don’t know the Lord. How do 

they deal with uncertainty and fear?  Are there practices we Christians 

should be careful not to copy? 

 

 

 

10) Look at verse 15-19.  Instead of sorcery or divination, what source of 

guidance are the Israelites meant to turn to?   

 
 
 
original meaning. We will get to Jesus’ fulfilment of this later. 

11) How does Moses describe the work of a prophet? 
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Moses’ original words imply there could be “a prophet like Moses” in every 

generation.  But over the centuries, people formed an expectation that God 

would raise up a special one-off “prophet like Moses” at some point in the 

future.  We can see this in John 6:14: “After the people saw the sign Jesus 

performed, they began to say, “Surely this is the Prophet who is to come into 

the world.’” (see also John 7:40). In Acts 3:22 when Peter is speaking about 

Jesus as the fulfilment of the Old Testament, he quotes Deuteronomy 18:15 & 

19. 

Jesus is more than a prophet, but he is also the ultimate prophet like Moses. 

12) How does Jesus fulfill the role of a prophet in a way that no other prophet 

could? 

 

 

Consider what we’ve seen today about kings, priests and prophets. 

13) How do the kingly, priestly and prophetic roles of Jesus influence our 

understanding of him as Saviour? 

 

 

 

 

14) How does understanding Jesus as the fulfillment of these Old Testament 

roles deepen your relationship with him and impact your daily walk of faith? 
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Notes & Prayer Points 
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Study 8: Deuteronomy 28  

In this passage Moses outlines the consequences of keeping or breaking the 

covenant between God and his people.  

Read Deuteronomy 28 verses 1, 2 and 15 

1. From these three verses, what does God require of Israel? 

 

 

2. Divide into two groups 

a. Group 1: Read verses 3-14. 

b. Group 2: Read verses. 16-29. 

Your task is to draw a picture that represents the blessings/curses described in 

the passage. How would you artistically represent what would happen if they 

obeyed/disobeyed?  

You could get each individual to draw their own picture in the box below, or use some 
butchers’ paper and all members contribute to the one picture. Get creative! 
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3. What do you notice about the scope of the blessings and curses in the day 

to day lives of the people of Israel?  

The blessings/curses span the whole of life. From produce, to family, relationships and even 
international relations. 

 

 

This way of God relating to his people plays out through the rest of the Old 

Testament. In your two groups read about two different kings.  

• Group 1: Read 2 Kings 18:1-7 

• Group 2: Read 2 Kings 21:1-3, 10-15 

4. For the king your group read about: 

a. How did the king relate to the covenant?  

 

 

b. What was the result for the king and the people?  

 

 

5. The arrangement between God and his people Israel is that obedience 

leads to blessings and disobedience leads to curses in their lives.  

a. What does this show about God? 

It shows that God is fair. There are clear consequences, both good and bad. Israel knows 
what is expected of them and the result of their actions. It also shows how much God 
delights in obedience from his people.  

 

b. What’s your reaction to this? What’s your feeling towards this 

arrangement?  

Group members may discuss whether this arrangement still holds for believers today. Just 
leave the questions hanging for now as we’ll investigate that next. 
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If we lived under the old covenant today, we would discover (as Israel did) that 

we are consistently disobedient towards God and would deserve the covenant 

curses in our lives.  

Read Galatians 3:10-13 

6. What did Jesus do so the covenant curses don’t fall on us?  

Jesus takes on the curse that those who break the law deserve. We now can receive the 
blessing of being a (spiritual) child of Abraham.  

 

 

If we are no longer under the requirements of the law because of the grace of 

Jesus, we need to think through our motivation to obey God today.  

Read 1 Thessalonians 4:1-12 

7. What are all the reasons/motivations you can find in this passage to live 

obedient lives? 

 

 

 

8. Pick one of these reasons to remind yourself next time you have an 

opportunity to obey/disobey God. Why will that one be a helpful motivation 

for you?      



 17 

Notes & Prayer Points 
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Study 9: Deuteronomy 29-30  

Last week we read in chapter 28 about blessings on Israel for obedience and 

curses for disobedience. In chapter 29 Moses elaborates on what will happen if 

the people of Israel turn from the Lord. 

Read Deuteronomy 29:24-28 

 

In today’s chapter, Moses discusses the longer term future. 

Read Deuteronomy 30:1-10 

1. Look at verses 1-2.  What does Moses assume is going to happen in the 

future? 

“all these blessings and curses” will come on the people.   
The Lord will disperse his people amongst the nations. 
There – somehow – they will turn back to the Lord. Is this because of the punishment they 
are enduring? It’s easy to imagine the Israelites remaining hard-hearted even at this point. 
The key emerges later in v6 

2. Once Moses’ speeches had been written down and became the book of 
Deuteronomy, they would have been read by the people of Israel in exile.  If 
you were an Israelite in exile, what hope would you find in this passage? 
V3-4 – the hope of being returned to your land. 

V5 – the hope of Israel becoming a large and prosperous nation again 

V6,8 – spiritual renewal brought about by the Lord.  In 10:16 they were commanded 
“circumcise your hearts”; they failed to do so, but the promise in 30:6 is The Lord will 
circumcise your hearts.  The Lord would somehow do for them what they couldn’t do 
themselves. 

Read Deuteronomy 30:11-20 

Moses again exhorts the Israelites standing in front of him 

3. Look at verses 11-14.  How do you feel about this claim that the Lord’s 
commands in Deuteronomy are “not too difficult”?  Given that the Israelites 
do in fact fail to keep them, what does this say about the Israelites? 
In one sense, the Lord knew full well that his sin-infected people would not keep the 
commands (Rom 5:20). But it’s not that the commands were unreasonable (Rom 7:12). God 
didn’t set an impossibly high bar to set his people up to fail (though this is a common 
misconception).  Given what the Lord has done for his people and what he has shown them, 
the obedience he asks for is reasonable and a ‘fair-minded’ people would do it. 
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4. In verse 20 Moses declares “the Lord is your life”. The Israelites clearly 
found it hard to believe this and to live it out. What other sources of life are 
you tempted to turn to?  Can you complete the sentence “I’m tempted to 
believe that ______ is my life” ? 
 
 

 

Read Romans 8:1-11 

5. Back in Deuteronomy 30:6 the Lord promised to “circumcise the hearts” of 
his people. How has he kept this promise? 
 

 
 

6. Moses closed his sermon by urging the people to “choose life” (Deut 30:19).  
What does it look like to “choose life” today?  What are the blessings that 
ensue? 
 
 
 

7. What can we do to urge one another to “choose life” today? Think of verbal 
and non-verbal ways. 
 
 
 

 

Praise and Prayer 

• Praise God that he restores, has compassion and gathers his people 
when they return to him.  

• Rejoice that Jesus perfectly trusted and obeyed God. How amazing that 
he could do what no-one else could. Give thanks that the Lord has 
circumcised our hearts to trust and obey him.  

• Ask that we will have honest hearts before God and not presume on our 
righteousness.  

• Pray that people around the world will choose life and to trust in the Lord 
and escape the judgment to come.  

• Pray for the Alpha course now underway 
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Notes & Prayer Points 

 


