Small Groups Mission Partner Week

This week our focus is on world mission in our Small Groups. There is a short
study on mission and then dedicate time to read through the prayer points for
our Mission Partners and pray many will hear the news of Jesus through them.

In a vision God declared to the Apostle Peter, “Do not call anything impure that
God has made clean” (Acts 10:15). Now Peter addresses a house full of both
Jews and Gentiles.

Read Acts 10:34-47

1. What is Peter’s new understanding of God’s mission (vv. 34-35)? How
might that have been different to what Peter thought before?

2. What stands out to you as Peter tells the crowd about the events of
Jesus’ life (vv. 26-41)?

3. What does Peter and the prophets before him testify about Jesus (vv.
42-43)? How could this inspire those who have gone out as
missionaries, and inspire us as we support our mission partners?

4. What happened during Peter’s speech and how did Peter respond (vv.
44-48)? What does this teach us about God’s role in mission and our
role in mission?

5. Where might we be tempted to think certain people or cultures are “less
likely” to respond to Jesus today? How does this passage challenge
that thinking and shape our prayers for world mission?



Mission Partners’ update and prayer points

Have a member of your group read out the update and then spend time in
prayer for our Partners and God’s work through them.

David and Corinne with Josh and Sara

They seek to share Jesus with people of muslim backgrounds in Western
Sydney and continue to encourage and support believers throughout the
Middle East. Their vision for the year is Revelation 7:9 - ...there before me was
a great multitude that no one could count, from every nation, tribe, people and
language, standing before the throne and before the Lamb.

Pray for churches in Australia to reflect the communities around them.
Pray for Lakemba Anglican night church as we start a season of difficult
topics on suffering, trauma, loneliness, etc. Pray for our efforts to
promote discussion and increase faith amongst those of us who
struggle.

e Please keep praying for *Beth, she was baptised last month. Pray for
spiritual protection at this time, pray for her to draw near to God and the
Bible each day. She is experiencing long term physical pain so pray for
healing, and discounted physio help.

e Pray for the 40+ Arab followers of Jesus from a country we first lived in,
near the Red Sea. These men have been taken by the authorities
because of their faith. Pray that they sense God'’s presence, remain
faithful and are internally strengthened. Pray for their families. Pray for
their persecutors.

e Please keep praying for *Sally and other believers from a Muslim
background in Iran.

e Pray for us as we mentor, encourage and disciple. For wisdom and
discernment and growth towards Jesus.



Morgan and Olivia with Mia, Leith, Imogen and Todd

They share Jesus in Dubai to expats from around the world through ministry at a
church, teaching at a theological college and various other ministries.

Pray for peace in our region and city, for protection for the vulnerable,
and that many would find eternal hope in Jesus.

Pray for trust, patience and wisdom as a church through this situation.
Pray for us as we finish the ministry year well and prepare for a time in
Australia.

Pray for those who have lost jobs or work, that the Lord would provide
for them and guide them towards the good works he has prepared.
Pray for the students finishing the year and graduating at the Bible
college, that they will serve the Lord faithfully wherever they end up.
Pray for Morgan as he preaches on Lust, Divorce and other topics in the
upcoming weeks. Pray for wisdom as he speaks God’s Word to people
from a wide range of cultures, assumptions, and experiences.

Morna King

She serves Jesus in Méru, France through church ministry, women’s groups
and building local community connections in order to share her faith.

Praise God for his faithfulness, love, protection and peace for me
personally and for how he is so clearly at work in a number of people in
the little church here.

Praise that the purchase of a building for the church to use for ministry
has happened, and pray for good communication between members of
the church around the use of this new space and that it would become
a place where God is glorified and that people would continue to seek
opportunities to share the gospel.

Praise God and for the opportunity to run training modules for World
Team on Facilitating the Spiritual Life, and pray that those who were part
of it will grow in their devotion to Jesus.

Ask the Lord for hearts and minds to be transformed in those who came
to Easter events here in Méru - particularly through the Easter drama.



Good Shepherd Anglican, Greenacre

Some of the ministries that have prospered in the past year have been Friday
Kids’ Club where new kids and families have joined, The Life Meeting - a weekly
gospel outreach run by their Arabic team, and a group of Muslim background
young men have come to faith and are growing as disciples of Jesus.

e Pray for the group of young men who are believers from a Muslim
background. Give thanks for them and ask for God’s protection, growth
in faith and godliness, strong relationships with each other, and firm
roots in the church. Pray for wisdom and encouragement as they
navigate the unique challenges they face and prepare for baptism.

e Give thanks for the Arabic Life Meeting. Ask God to bless this ministry
and bring many to new life through it. Pray for unity and
servant-heartedness among the team, and wisdom for the leaders as
they seek to establish the ministry and reach deeply into the community
and beyond.

e Give thanks to God for bringing *John to serve at the Arabic service,
and for a couple from our partner church in Panania who recently joined
us. Praise God for answering prayers for help and encouragement
through them. Pray that God would bless their service, grow a loving
culture of service in the church, and raise up others to “put their hand to
the plough” (Luke 9:62).

e Pray for the kids in our street and their families. Thank God for the
relationships growing through everyday neighbourliness. Ask him to
deepen these connections and work in these households, and many
others in the community, to awaken people to their need beyond Islam.
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